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RESEARCH IN HIGHER EDUCATION: WHAT IT IS AND HOW IT
SHOULD BE?

Dr. Vishal Sood, Assistant Professor (Education) ICDEOL, H. P. University, Shimla-5

Higher education is the backbone of any
society. It is the quality of higher education that
decides the quality of human resources in any
country. Higher education is a complex system that
facilitates teaching, research and extension. The
inexorable advance of the present day Knowledge
Society and Knowledge Economy - both fuelled by
higher education, research and innovation have made
‘research on research’ increasingly important around
the globe. Consequently, a much emphasis is laid on
‘quality’ of education at higher level. The term
‘quality’ is understood differently by different
individuals when seen from different perspectives
and angles. Generally, quality itself has been defined
as fundamentally relational. Quality is the ongoing
process of building and sustaining relationships by
assessing, anticipating, and fulfilling stated and
implied needs. Quality is an abstract, relational
attribute. Virtually anything can be assessed for
quality, such assessments being made against
accepted standards of merit or against the interests
of relevant stakeholders. However, what does quality
mean in the context of education? Many definitions
of quality in education exist, testifying to the
complexity and multifaceted nature of the concept.
However, here we will not go into the debate of
multifaceted nature of quality in education. We will
limit ourselves here to the issue of enhancement of
quality in higher education which is a very big
challenge before Indian education system. It is well
accepted fact that the quality of higher educar_iiqn_, i
a great extent, depends upon the ‘research activities

15

undertaken in the education sector.

Research in common parlance refers to a search
for knowledge. One can also define research as a
scientific and systematic search for pertinent
information on a specific topic. The purpose of
research is to discover answers to questions through
the application of scientific procedures. The main
aim of research is to find out the truth which is hidden
and which has not been discovered as yet. The role
of research in several fields of applied economics,
whether related to business or to the economy as a
whole, has greatly increased in modern times.
Research, as an aid to economic policy, has gained
added importance, both for government and
business. Research provides the basis for nearly all
government policies in our economic system.
Government has also to chalk out programmes for
dealing with all facets of the country’s existence and
most of these will be related directly or indirectly to
economic conditions. The plight of cultivators, the
problems of big and small business and industry,
working conditions, trade union activities, the
problems of distribution, even the size and nature of
defence services are matters requiring research.
Thus, research is considered necessary with regard
to the allocation of nation’s resources. Another area
in government, where research is necessary, is
collecting information on the economic and social
structure of the nation. Such information indicates
what is happening in the economy and what changes
are taking place. Thus, in the context of government,
research as a tool to economic policy has three
distinct phases of operation, viz., (1) investigation
of economic structure through continual compilation
of facts: (ii) diagnosis of events that are taking place
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Teacher education is of vital significance ";
national development in general and educationa
development in particular of any country. Hen_ce'
the need of the hour is to conceive teacher educat‘lon
as a more comprehensive paradigm encompassing
a number of inter-related components. Teacher
education begins with pre-service education, extend
to organized in-service professional education and
continue with self-directed learning. The
professional development of teachers has received
a great deal of attention in all countries, including
Ipdia. The volume of professional and research
};‘Zi:)uieozgi g:::;:zloll:lai ;i;velqpmcnt of teach.ers
o parison, the. attention
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A call for action designed for the fedafiai
teacher education highlights thgg lcacﬁﬁ""ioﬂ o
become able to enable students to macrs
potential of their formal and informg lean;:
from this, as learning is getting more DrSonalc
day by'day, the one-size-fits-al] teaching mi?;ﬂ;m
becoming more and more outdated. Teachers pe ;
to be prepared to design learning experiences whje;
‘reflect the growing importance aliributedi{;
innovation and creativity in our societies, Theyg
must be prepared to adapt their teaching pra;tices
to a rza}pidly changing global society. This s
necessitated improvement in the system of teache
education so as to prepare quality teachers.
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Curriculum and its Transaction:
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The aforementioned discussion clearly %
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