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Men. Women and the Nation: Semiotics of Hindu

Nationalism
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by Navneet Sharma and Pradeep Nair

Trident (Trishul)is a symbol of Hindu religion and not a weapon.... its distribution ts a movement

to realise our goal of [the] Hindu Rashtra. —A Hindu fanatic leader

The mobilisation of people on communal lines has been the oldest trick in the politics of the world
and nations. In Hindu mythology ‘trishul’is wielded by Shiva and Durga. Trishul is a polyvalent
(trifold or having multiple usage) symbol. The trishul wielder symbolises a virulent and powerful
pod. The distribution of tridents is hailed as ‘trishul deeksha’ by the organisers. The question is:
why ‘trishud’? 1T it 1s about god and mobilisation for the religion’s sake, it could have been a damru
trianguiar conical drum). The distribution of trishuls is not just to abide by the idea of religion or
~xpression of faith, but it creates a jingoistic religious nationalism and politics.

ins this article we attempt to understand and appreciate how the semiotics of Hindu nationa-lism
works and is employed for vote-bank politics. Another strikingly similar movernent was created in
the mid-10808 as the Ram-shilaandolan (the stone carved with the name of Ram). It was the
besinehild of another veteran leader vociferously steering the Ram Janma-bhoomi movement, who
now stands margina-lised, retived and hurt, Every household was expected to donate a brick with
ihe name of Rarm; another similar idea ig in trend where every household is expected to contribute
wron’ for the giant iron statue of th“e"ﬁnt-"fimﬁman, Sardar Patel, coming up in Gujarat. According
e an RS8 pracharak, these ‘movements’ not only. mobxlise people a3 a cohort or vote-bank but
provide for an ‘identity’ or conscience to the ‘Hindus' in deep slumber for centuries. The question
~ 1#: who are these peaple and how would tb:ybmeﬂt‘by ‘awakening the Hindus? And the possible
- answer m' pmbablv to get hold @f th 'mmm ' ,fthe‘state Tlh mqmms 8 atm:as‘am‘ ’!‘h'
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Places and God

Right to Opium: Women, Holy

Monday 6. June 2010

WOMEN’S WORLD

Ny “ﬁ‘;?f

by Pradeep Nair, Navneet Sharma and K.B.S. Krishna
Karyeshu dasi, karaneshu manthri; bhojeshu mata, shayaneshu rambha; Roopeshu lakshmu,
dharma parlmi—Neetisara

kshamayeshu dharitri; shat dharmayukta, kula
like a consort, heautiful as goddess of

, beds
is the righteous familial wife.)

(Works like slave, helps like minister, cooks like mother
\alth, is as bearing as the earth, carries hundred religious virtues,
2 of ideal woman but simultaneously places

[ &)

The above ‘pearls’ of wisdom not only eulogise the ide
o at the centrefold of the very existence of women.

a4

The physiology and psychology of women has always been shrouded in mystery as stated in the
proverb: “triya charitram, purushasya bhagyam, devo na janati kashchit manushya (women's
is unknown to god even, how the mortal man can

and origins of earth and humankind

/trait/behaviour and men'’s destiny
and most of the time are depicted as

character,
éythom)”. In every mythological explanation of the genesis

omen have been portrayed as playing second fiddle to men
cecondary creations of the divine self. The women are not even, according to Hindu mythology,

direct]ly the atrman as a part of parmatman. They have to approach god via men or it is better if
-parmeshwar idea succinctly expresses this. Women, moreover,

thev perceive man as god. The paft

are not entitled to ‘swarg ' (Hindu-heaven) as they cannot pay back three ‘rinas’ (debts), namely,
Ciuri-rina, Matri-rina, and Pitra-rina, which, as per the scriptures, clears the path to heaven. "
Wamen and non-dwijas cannot seek education/knowledge, as it is in 'Sam&kﬁta {dév-vani —
lngusge of gods), and women were forbidden from learning the language. In fact, there were '
wrovisions in Manu's constitution on how to punish women and non- @
igd z':%?n;krit whether inten-tionally or even by chance. Matri-rina/ | v
sobtner and father) ca id back as w in ¢ ' m.
;';a;?#ii%é{%xzru,!xfzrﬂddf:;f:; ;(::i’: ;:::n:c;:tsh:ﬁ;l;g;l: ??“9‘“ i‘""f""
e resbiorn a8 a dwija-man »(Brahmi'ri-éﬁz"éﬁfﬁéuzéf}fifgii;ﬁz |
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Lucknow to Delhi: Why UP Elections Matter

Tuesday 21 February 2017
COMMENTARY ~

by Navneet Sharma and Divyanshu Patel ilt:b e
“Whosoever rules on water shall rule upon the earth”

[f the speaker would have been aware of the politics and demographics of India he would have
said something similar about the rule in UP and at New Delhi. In this commentary the argument
i« not only demographic but political rhetoric also. We will not only be looking at statistical
reflections of the slated UP elections but the making of the popular mood and response to the

governance by Modi at the Centre as well.

The State of Uttar Pradesh not only cons-titutes one-sixth of the population of India but also
rasts the major dye for the making of the ‘cow belt’ and Hindi heartland. The elections and
slectoral results of UP are like ardh kumbh reflecting on the fate of the ‘mahakumbh’ of the
national elections. The best ever taily of 71 seats out of 80 in the 2014 Lok Sabha elections
catapulted the BJP to power with the formation of a2 majority government at New Delhi after a
gap of 25 years. The result of the 2009 elections had similarly helped the Congress-1 (20 seats
from UP) to retain power in New Delhi. The coalition politics in the 1990s at UP also had its
sffect on the New Delhi dispensation in the 1989, 1991, 1996 and 1998 electoral results. The
NDA Government feels the pinch in the Rajya Sabha for not having full majority as UP alone
decides about 31 seats in this House. The presidential elections in June 2017 will also be
influenced by the UP resuits. The present NDA ruling in New Delhi cannot get its presidential
candidate elected unless it gains an upper hand in the UP results. The UP election results will
st caly send tremors to New Delhi but also.decide about the occupancy at Rashtrapati Bhavan.

ae Demogra
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Campus Battles: Ideologlcal Conflicts over Non-
issues

Monday 24 Apri] 201 7

A

/
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by Navneet Sharma and Khem Raj Sharma l’(/‘ :

Catch them young' is the political and philosophical perspective which guides almost all

political parties (except the BSP) when they form their students’ wing which functions across the
country in university and college campuses. The most famous and sordid revolutions across the

world have also seen higher education campuses as their favourite germination turf. Somehow

ne most prestigious technical, medical and management campuses in India have been bereft of
:ormahv functional student wings of these political parties but student politics even in these
campuses are guided by these political parties from behind-the-curtain tactics. The recent spate
of ideological conflicts across universities, be it JNU, DU or Rajasthan University or Central
University of Haryana or Hyderabad Central University is a matter of concern for all stakeholders
'n higher education.

The Incidents of violence, strikes, protest movements in educational institutions, albeit for |

different reasons, raise certain pertinent questions regardless of their ingenuity. Do we need |
politics in our institutions? Do the institutions of higher learning enjoy the requisite autonomy, |
and reflect the democratic ideals that our nation espouses? While student politics per seis not
unidesirable, politicisation of student unions in India has resulted in many unde-sirable
consequences. Apart from the above-mentioned phenomenon, higher educational institutions in
india have been plagued by the ills that characterise politics in the country. Frequent student
union clashes, boycott of classes, strikes, roadblocks, manipu-lation of voters, display of muscle
power, disruption of academics and violence have become commonplace. Those who argue
against the politicisation of institutions give innume-rable examples of entire academic sessions
going waste, They condemn political violence entering the ‘temples’ of modern India. The
answer to all these lies not in- dlsallowmg any form of politics in campuses but changing the
kind of politics we practise.

Raati by

ducational lnsmutions succumb 1o
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Nationalising’ W orkforce: Indian Labour and
Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh

Saturday 17JJune 2017
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by Navneet Sharma and Divyanshu Patel (l/

Waorkers of the world, Unite.—Marx

Workers, Unite the world.—Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh

If unity is to be of an abiding factor, it must be founded on a sense of kinship.—B.R.
Ambedkar

(lass, as an economic category, at least theoretically and in certain exceptional circum-stances,
has vertical mobility. On the other hand, caste, being a social category, neither theoretically nor
exceptionally, has vertical or horizontal mobility. The staticity is such that one takes birth, lives,
marries, reproduces and even dies in the caste s/he is born in. No amount of highest possible
hard work or for that matter luck is said to bring about change in one’s caste. Caste is pre-

determined and supports the destiny-based allocation in hierarchy. The only reprieve from caste
is being ‘honest’ and committed only to the work assigned to the caste one is born in.

In India, the National Labour Day is ‘celebrated’ on Vishwakarma jayanti. Vishwakarma —as
the name suggests—is the shilpi (eraftsman) of the world. He belongs to the group of
brafminical deities and finds mention as one of the grandsons of Brahma—the creator in the
iriumvirate of the most important Hindu gods, the others being Vishnu, the preserver, and Shiv,
the destroyer. Besides this brahminical incarnation of the god of labour, five other kinds of
workmen—carpenter, ironsmith, mason, goldsmith and potter—belong to the cohort of the
Vishwakarma clan. These groups of workmen are marginalised groups forced to the periphery
of the social order by dwijavarnas (twice born) —~Brahmtn (Priest), Kshatriya (Warrior) and
sfmshya’(Merchant) These (Vishwakarma) caste groups, not exactly being ‘avarna’ or shudra,

ese castes are
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Imbecility and Impudence: The Emergency and
RSS

Sundav.16.July 2017 /| -
sunday.16./uly 2017 /1) s

by Navneet Sharma and Anamica

¢ aye - . 2 ~ . . Py W . ~ 10 E
“Imbecility of men, history teaches us, always invites the impudence of power. Late (Justice) H.

R. Khanna
June 25, 1975 to March 21, 1977 is the blackest period in the history of Indian democracy, liberty

and freedom that we gave to ourselves in August/January 1947-50. George Santayana (1906)
" We, the people or

hserved: “Those who don’t remember the past are condemned to repeat it.

neration ‘X', who have born or grown young after/despite the ‘Emergency’, must be reminded of
the times of pre- and during Emergency because if we land in a soup again it will be our inanity of

not being able to distinguish between democrats, demagogues and dictators.

The dictators in the making have always evolved through the stage of being chaotic imbecile, the

stage through which Mrs (Indira) Gandhi sailed and Mr Modi is navigating. In this commentary we
wish to flag the pre-Emergency situation that led Mrs Gandhi to decree Emergency and the
similarity of the times then and at present. This commentary will also analyse how the mighty
Hindu cultural organisation is fond of and would ideally prefer a totalitarian and archaic

‘henevolent’ dictatorship as the form of rule and governance.

sfage |

Shared Imbecilities, Synchronised Impudence: Mrs Gandhi and Mr Modi

Congress hatao, Modi lao, Desh bachao (Remove Congress, Bring Modi, Save th Cou
ppeal was mdmdual centric with whxch Modx»bhakh‘ camnmgned in "m4 :

scene where the BJP is Modi and Modi the BJP. The BJP—the party with

vadre from the RSS and whosoever was the'-"party' is now in the "‘marqda s

Consequently, no other leader of the party posmses virtue even siase
?emﬁn of th& pres:denha] candxdat it was taki : :
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Patriarchy, Piety and Padmavat(i): The Sordid

Story

Friday 23 February 2018

by Navneet Sharma and Anamica
wryy - . . - > 3 . »
The film which distorts facts and disrespects ‘Rashtra Mata’ will not be allowed to screen...

~Shivraj Singh Chouhan
“In Rajasthan 47 per cent of women are illiterate, 50 per cent of girls are mothers by the age of
19, 51 per cent of girls are married before legal age, only 883 girls are born for every 1000
hoys......Save the honour of Rani Padmint.

A WhatsApp message
“When a woman is raped, peaple say that she has lost her honour. How did she lose her honour?
vagina. It is a patriarchal idea that her rape will defile the honour of her

Her honour is nol in her

community.”

—Kamla Bhasin
. ‘The feminist perspective of history has always critically perceived the discipline as his-story and the-

omen'’s narrative is dismisse
 but history has always relegated them to harems, petticoat-politics and jauhar. The

mporary times attempt hard to not let her break the glass ceiling of man's hold over history-
: and historicity. The controversy and upheaval over Sanjay Leela Bhansali's epic movie,
¢£(i), which has captured the national consciousness more than any other concern
b womer, mirrors the same domination and monopoly of males even on narratives that
fmund women. The ﬁlm, Padmavat(i), has recently become a matter of national
her issues, whlchactuﬂlydemandthe nation’s heed and scrutiny, have been

d as hearsay (her-say?!). Women may owe half of the sky and the
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Cultivating Loss Reaping Suicides: Perils of being
a Farmer in the Republic of Indi

Mondav 12 March 2018

oy Annapurna and Navneet Sharma

‘ople eat mango kernel for hobby.
enlture Minister, Odisha

eking) Loan waiver has become fashion these days.

1, e

“Vemkatah Naidu, former Minister, Vice-President, India

“ariers have been uncared for ever since India got freedom. Of late, they have been pushed to the
iy, their pain has been ignored and they are exploited in name of ne"eiopmem policies. The
wilipate in rural agricultural employment during 1983 to 1993-94 was 1.38 per cent and it
further declined to 0.2 per cent during the post-reform pcrimi from 1993 to 2006. The data
‘artiar shows 4 continuous fall in the agricultural investments per year since 2010-11, During the

f the Modi Government, it had a sharp fall of 3.8 per cent per annum. The
wiamiental issues huve been repeatedly brushed under the carpet and cow and Diwali celebration
with (he vast v the exchiequer is bronghttothe fore, The government seemingly has a nationalist-
sialist apprd ‘““ﬁ for the ”nz‘parate(s) and for farmers, capitalism prevails,

‘has become a fashion these days,” This loan

,;’,_-;é: :?’?z Ab“g ulwn i‘?”\j k‘! ’!ﬁﬂmﬂiﬁd (% .
* S A8 impmangg pintin th

4

ﬁﬂgexxdaﬁ, Itz worth aslang Naidu: what would

'9

iver wonld i

» and not 8 faghion?
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Kashmir: Old Political Chimera is Social Again

Sunday.20 May.2018
p
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by Navneet Sharma and Showkat Ahmad Mir

on't see J&K as a conflict state and a political issue, it is a society which has social issues right

now. — Haseeb Drabu

(the) deep sense of victimhood prevalent in the Kashmir Valley. It surely deserves to be addressed

with great sensitivity. — Three Interlocutors
Palitical settlement will happen only when peace prevails. — Dineshwar Sharma

Kashmir is no more a place or the word. We have been “trained’ to read it as the Kashmir issue
Moreover writing on or about Kashmir is no more an academic pursuit but a political activism
which is evaluated in academic discourse from the vantage point from where it has been written or
evaluated. Moreover writing on Kashmir entails a deep sense of ‘correctness’ and ‘uniqueness’ in
he writer which hampers and obstructs the appreciation of others' views or the Buberian dialogue

I'n this commentary we will not be going into the annals of history to pin what went wrong or
betrayal theory or Mountbatten/Nehru/Jmnah /Hari Singh/Sheikh Abdullah pentads’

(misjunderstanding about the Kashxmr issue of secession to India or Pakistan or to be
independent, Neither will we engage into the debate about pre-or post-1953 status of Kashmir nor

about the Articles 370 or 35A. These questions are important and may be of the utmost importance
in understanding the conflict and resolution but in this commentary we will restrain ourselves to
see Kashmir as a social gnagmire and to apprecxate whether the school/ educatmnal system can.

contribute to the way to wnggle out of 1 1t

hmimg/nduczxtmn sgots xts validity and social Ieg‘mma"a from the undarsmnd g thg{ i
inherently designed to alter/modif)ﬂrr peep e's beha mur.Mc;-m»wr it the ,tm. . lm.i,yi % li"""{tfi ma‘
"imﬂ@d orsways by the chetotieni separatiat euton

m» Kashmiri youﬂg generation is
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JIO: The Case of Pre-Born Eminence

Tuesdgu. = August 2018

ol

by Navneet Sharma and Showkat Ahmad Mir IH/ ; .-l""/

L]

Por the child (male!) to be pre-eminent there should beGarbhadhan samskara. For this is the time
of Kali and everyone is sudra. For an ‘abhijatya’ garbhadhana is unavoidable.
- m&m;ﬂm-q:&r:m purport

"ﬂﬂﬂw This will facilitate them to grow more rapidly and at the same time they will get more
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Conquering Hunger: The Battle for Right to Food

in India -
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by Annapurna and Navneet Sharma

There are so many hungry people. To them God has no other shape than bread.—Mahatma

Fandhi

g
India has recently crossed France to claim the sixth spot of being the largest economy and has ]
also made a deal for Rafale fighter jets worth sixty thousand crore rupees with France. With these
jets we are going mmtﬁe largest number of hungry people in the world and the largest 3
-number of farn TLum sumdz In this article we wish to emphasise that if the present

int in history in @ positive manner rather than that of the

y, fynching and shoddy defence deals, it should take a
phich added two more rights to the list of
mation and Right to Education. This
ym. This commentary is an advocacy for the
this country have reposed their misplaced
yodhya cannot run on the tracks of empty

0 ']'lttb food and nutrition which is

' ngﬂnd yielding capabilities,

t food and access to proper
'_ tted to the idea of a nation.

' :lnﬂnmhy model as a

it fulfilment of physiological

Hunger and its
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The J_ﬂtf'lbt”d“-&:l_l_ml and Its consequential imperialism and colonialism Keywords: Lr"""ff‘:'
i J.w:,llmpm:!ed this world for three centyries. India has been a colony of the R Bate,
Hrrti.:rhdf?mlﬂr; ffr_l' two centuries, These eventful two centuries of Indian his- Eecalﬁmm]._atmn. i
tary r.. SE‘I;I._ n_elmllurm.cs_- .ﬂl not only the political and economical might of iﬁdifct?ion:;r;igén
1Jr.1|; great ¥ !Il.ldul. but its influence on every milieu of Indian life. India's in- aducation '
; c i_!:i’”"_”-‘_'» ucation system was gradually displaced and the colonial model caHrenie o
of education pervaded under the patronage from the colonial-state, The lan-
guage, pedagogy, e

valuation and knowledge of the colonizer became natura-
population of the colony. India got independence in 1947
ﬂ:::lc of decolonizing education immediately. The attempts to
: ‘eation from various standpoints of political activism, univer-
5{"“-""” and religious nationalism are charted in this article. What decoloni-
zing education should entail and how India has responded to this question
in the last century and how the neo-liberal order has supported a particular
ideplogy to have a dominant say in this process are concerns of this article.
We analyse how re-schooling and indoctrination are projected as the most
nationalist response for methodical decolonizing of education.

fis obligato for the
and took to the t
decolonize educ

La industrializacidn, y el imperialismo ¥ colonialismo que trafo consigo, ha
tenide impacto en el mundo, En el caso de la indig, esta se convirtic en una co-

Palabras clave:

lonia del imperio britdnico durante dos sigios, periodo en el cual no solo pre- Decol DRIECLEIC
domind la fuerza politica y econdmica de la "Gran” Bretafia, sino su influencia Ly CGTFI it .Ew:‘
en cada espacio de la vida indigena. El sistema de educacidn indigena fue ”gﬂct” Ll
desplazado poco a poco y el modelo colonial de educacion se extendid bajo Ezgcf;:}?:ﬁﬂ
el resquarde del Estado colonial. El lenguaje, la pedagogia, la evaluaciény ~ © f
el conocimiento del colonizador fueron impuestos a la poblacidn hasta 1947,
aiio i indepent

‘emprendid la tarea de descolonizar la
 los intentos de descolonizar la edu-
 politico, el universalismo y el
onizar la educacion, como la India
den neoliberal ha promovido una
de descolonizacién educativa
ados revelan que la reescola-

cation: February 11, 2019.
ohp/SINECTICA/article /view/913
B = ; 4

Eflﬂtllm, Central University of Himachal P'ra-
on, educational theory and sucial science

; m n Central University of Himachal

£ntral University of Jammu, india. He is

mir: A study of state in crisis and
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I'en Per Cent Quota: The Megalomania of

Savarna Reservation
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-

by Navneet Sharma and Anamica ﬂt - il B

sundev.t s March 2010

“The megalomaniac differs from the narcissist by the faet that he wishes to be powerful rather
than charming and seeks to be JSeared rather than loved. To this type belong many lunatics and

most of the great men of history.”

A ﬁht;and Russell

- Iﬂlﬂl lﬂ.'tﬂd wlath a thud. Thn highly hrnnded “invincibility” of the mnmrd;mt couple at

.. 5 across party lines on this issue
nal institutions forms both the social
aing bnllm other side of the fence.
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God on Shoulders: Lumpen Proletariats and the ,.
Political Agenda of Kanwar Yatra

Saturday 31 August 2019

by Navneet Sharma and Anamica
Move your body, Move your bum

Bhole bam, bhole bam, Bhole bam
—A popular song emanating from blaring Djs In Kanwar Yatra

Every year people in and around Delhl and In the so-called ‘cow belt’ walt with balted breath for
nol enly monsoon In Sawan or Shravan but also for the peacelul conduct of the KanwarYatra.
This yearly ritual Is dreaded because lumpenism and hooliganism run amok on the street and

the government not only turns a blind eye 1o these but rather facilitates them as these not only

help In creating a devout Hindu vote-bank bur aiso fulfll Hindutva—the majoritarian Hindy
agenda of the party at the helm, The Chief Minlster In saffron robes, an |AS officer showering
petals, an IPS officer massaging your feet and Chandrayaan being launched in consultation with
the ausplces of Sankaracharya can glve any "Bhole’ (Kanwarlya) the feeling that he Is beyond the
world and the law; rather he Is the world and the law. In this commentary, we do not intend to
get Into the discourse of soclology of Hindu rituals but wish to appreciate the politicisation of a

ritual,

Rituals have been politicised since Lokmanya Tllak rechristened GaneshUtsav for the mass
movement for freedom from the colonisers, but the kanwaryatra gets pollticised for the purpose

of electoral politics. The overt commercialisation of GaneshUtsav and converging the crass into
culture In KanwarYatra reflects not only the idea of a new Indla but a global phenomenon taking
shape elther as "Brexit’ ar 'Americans First’ wherein the caplitalist ecanomy chuckg
multieuliuralism and multipluralism Into the bin, Nationallsm and ethnicity are not new
Cynosures but coyotes leashed Iree to upsurge ethical valyes and hy man rights. The new fatal
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In Lieu of Five Acres: Being a Muslim in India
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by Mavneet Sharma and Anamlca

Car galtiyaan Babar ki thi, toh jumman ka ghar fir kyu jJale?!
—Adam Condvi

Jumman Is the quintessentlal character portraying the typical imagery of an Indlan Muslim; the
one who Is afrald of what ha s by religion, of what he eats, what he wears, how he prays and
where he prays. In Indla, the social Identity of a Musiim Is crafted as the ‘other’ to cater to the :
‘us-them' palitics; and In daily discourse It Is hammered Into the people that Muslims are 'they
or the 'other’, That is why it Is stereotyped that each Muslim has four wives and at least a dozen
of children; they marry their own brothers and sisters; they are "katua' (referring to
circumelsion): and are fanatic about thelr religion and rituals. It Is said that they keep beard
without moustache: wear pajamas which end four Inches above the ankle; wash their hands

upside down; bathe only on Fridays and eat non-vegetarian food and beef daily.

It is also held that they stink or smell differently (itrwala), wear gaudy colours, use kehl
(irrespective of gender), speak Urdu; all of them keep roza and above all celebrate when Pakistan
wins a cricket match agalnst Indla, It is also sald that they are the reason for India’s poverty,

backwardness and rising crime graph of rape, loot and murder; that Is why, they prefer living in
ghettos which are also the hideouts for terrorlsts.

Moreover, the catchy phrases llke ‘Tel lagao Dabar ka, Maaro bachcha Babar ka', "Hinduon ka
Hindustan, Mulle Jayeln Pakistan®, ‘Gay humarl mata hai, Gaffur usko khata hat' 'Hindustaan me
rehna hal to Jal Shree Ram Kehna hal', 'Hindu Jan ka nara hal, Hindustan humara hai' are used to
allenate Muslims. The slangs like ‘Khangress for Congress', *Khan Market Gang for allegedly
anti-Hindu media’, 'Pakl, Jihad! for Muslims or Muslim supporters’, *Sickular or Pseudosickular
for Seculars’, ‘Libtards for Liberals' also help to harvest anti-Muslim attitude and manufacture
Istamophabla. This vilification translates Into religlon-based communal politics and Hindu vote-
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by Annapurna and Navneet Sharma
ch priest Is not = secrethy, at

Which sclentist or doctor Is not secretly praying for a miracle? Whi

least - submitting to sclence?” — Arundhatl Roy
fe whether soclal, political or

The covld -15 and ensulng crisls, In all domains of human ||
empathy, development and harmony will also

econcmic is going to be a Juncture where the life,
be studled in pre and post covid phases. This humongous ¢risis will also have its impact on the
basic requirements for life, food and water. Food and hunger will mean different in post covid

waorld, Similarly, running water and Its avallability to wash hands frequently 1o combat corona
spread will also be sesn diffsrently post this pandemic. The lockdown and IUs essentially elitist

nature Is going to affect the idea of food, food production and its distribution and the severest

impact will be borne by farmers. The food growers in our country may get more dis—enchanted
de in more numbers. This disaster and Indla's preparation or

chapter on deprivation In Indla and unfortunately farmers

with farming or may commit sulci

rather no preparation will write a new

will be the centre plece In this. In this article we are going to focus on how this covid spring will

be a bane for farming and mdpa dread to Imagine how It will influence the

future of agricult n and distribution In Iindia.

't has been no less than a mira ¢ farmers in Indla produce bumper harvest despite the
: _'mmptlnn but it Is only the ‘science’ of

er the most, It Is the time of year when there
and sold. It Is when the field Is prepared
and Is the time to reap maney as a reward
the year, But this covid - 19 and the
Juence on agriculture and farmers and

utter |
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by Navneet Sharma and Khem Raj Sharma -
"The surest way to become a pacifist Is to join the Infantry."—William H. Mauldin

War is an extreme aggression and destruction leading to mortality. It is only 3 masculing

response to economic, political, geographical, religious and cultural conflicts. No war {3 fought

for the sake of war but for peace or for the control over the abllity to disturb peace, War Is an
economic enterprise. It benefits an ideology to be in perpetual state of war. The arms Industry
and profit mongering survive on the spate of fear and Insecurity among people. The political
compulsions of the governments at helm also contribute to the idea that war |s at door or we are
at war. In an era, when mass media rules our fives; and decision or cholce making ability 24X7

being in tizzy favours commerce and ‘commercialization.

ay} Is the alm, This Is to support quick and random (and

p all enemies In a day. Simllarly, In creating a war-lke

fice of courage, bravery and nationalism,

emotion in mass medla or popular culture {s
slvalent to pornography—intended 1o

herolc nationalistic sentiment. The medla
in different forms in high culture like
byarsive form to titillate the viewer and
the literary, cinematic or fictional plece
d depiction on news channels,

te recesses of drawing rooms and

7 we consider the content shown and

Im a war carpe diem ﬁ“ o
heroic/adventuro bt
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Debilitating historicity: Hi |
City: History as statecraft
Navneet Sharma and Anamicay |

Saturday 24 October 2020

by Navneet Sharma and Anamica

"If history and sclence has taught us anything, It Is that passion and desire are not the same as
truth.” —E.0, Wilson

Those who don the historian's hat are expected to unearth, collect, and present facts that make
a coherent and cogent narrative. A historlan also must have the historical sensib!lity anc
historical mind. Though history Is known as the story of the past yet it is not a story but 2
reconstruction of the past based on pleces of evidence and sources. Before going into the
appreciation of historical sensibility and historical mind of GD Baksh! and the Invitaticn 13 Rim
as a historian by the vice-chancellor of the university which |s ranked numero uno cespiie
dislike by the people at the helm, one should acknowledge that the students ana facclty of

Centre for Historlcal Studles, Issued press releases condemning and distarcing
themselves fro jent, Bakshi was Invited to speak upon a book that he

- d recently at The Saraswatl Clvilization® A

pok has claimed to launch 'a massive campalgn 1o
e British, with facts and figures.’ The book's
lan history for which evidence, discoveries,

cs, and DNA research. Bakshi had a leng
neral. He Is a well-decorated officer and has
"“_4"_ slishment. It Is astonishing how, despite
could find time for his exhaustive and
135 also researched modern Indian
which has baffled historians for 2 long
. His numerous publications on varied
int and ecology can embarrass even any
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ABSTRACT
Indians being ‘argumentative’ can even justify the indefensible and
the conventional scientific logic and rationality appear amorphous
and adjustable to us, which can be tailored to justify our firmly h_“d
superstitious belicfs and obscurantist practices. Scientific temper 13 2
requisite o evolve an ‘Ask why' society to sustain and reinvigorate
the Indian democracy, which needs 1o be re-understood in the context
of popular culture and pedagogical practices of science education.
In this article, we fend 1o problematize what is scientific temper?
Why scientific temper continues 1o elude us despite being part of our
constitutional fundamental duty and framework. The aim is 10
hi understood by Indians, while
of Indian science. The article
of science education in
about the possibility of
y science education
analyze how science
 evade evolvement

entific temperament,

‘indeed, if the
ed, we have 10
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