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Professor Manoj K. Saxena Dean, School of Education and
Head, Department of Teacher Education in Central
University of Himachal Pradesh, Dharmashala (HP) India did
his Masters Degree in Commerce and Education. He was
awarded Ph.D. degree in Education from M.J.P. Rohilkhand
University, Bareilly (India). He is working as teacher educator
for the last 17 years. His areas of specialization and interest
include ICT in Education, Tribal Education and
" Environmental Education, Under his supervision 03 Research
Scholars have completed their Doctoral Research and at
present 05 Research Scholars are pursuing their Doctoral Research under his guidance.
He has completed ICSSR funded national study on “Educational Status of Scheduled
Tribes: Atrainments and Challenges” as a Research Supervisor for Himachal Pradesh.
He is member of Academic Council of Central University of Himachal Pradesh and
also the Chairman of School Board of School of Education and Board of Studies in
Department of Teacher Education, Central University of Himachal Pradesh,
Dharamshala (HP).

He has to his credit Four books and Sixty Five research papers and articles published in
Journals of national and international repute. He has presented and contributed nearly
sevenly papers in various National and International level seminars and conferences in
India and abroad. He has delivered Key Note _Addresses in various National Seminars in
different states of India. He has worked as Resource Person for different organizations in
various states of India. He is on the editorial board of various National and
International Journals being published from India and abroad. He has organized
several international and national conferences o far. He is also Member of Visiting
Team constituted by NRC NCTE, Jaipur for recognition of B.Ed,, M.Ed,, D.Ed. in the
states of Haryana, Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh etc. He has visited
Thailand & Nepal for educational and social causes. He is life member of various
associations related to teacher educationin India.

Apart from these acadensic venisres, be has been decorated as President’s Scout by His ]
Exuellency the President of India in 1988. He is Recipient of Rotary International’s Rotary i
Youth Leadership Award during 1989. i
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Each year dozens, if not hundreds, rescarch studws, reports, amclcs, and books are
published with the intention of improving the quality of professional learning in
, academic institutions. Scholars, practitioners and reformers haye written these for
“audiences as dwerse as teachers, administrators, academic board members and policy

» makers.

Unfommtely all these exercises are producing only marginal improvements in the
quality of professional development in schools. While particular “lighthouse schools™
and school systems are the exception, our contention is that professional development
as it is experienced by most teachers and principals is pretty alike. It has always been-
unfocussed, insufficient, and irrelevant to the day to day problems faced by front line
educators, Putting it another way, a great deal more is known today about good staff
development than that is regularly practiced in schools.

Tinkering around the edges of staff improvements in staff development is insufficient.
We feel a sense of urgency because we want high quality professional learning to benefit
students who are now in our schools, not their younger siblings or their own children.
Adding a day or two to in-service calendar or having workshops on cutting edge topics
with nationally recognized presenters is not enough.

So, why prepare another book on this subject? One reason in our thought is to place in
one “container” our best ideas about the qualities of professional development for
teachers and principals that improves leadership, teaching and the lcarning of all
students. A second and more important reason for preparing this book is that we truly
intend to make it a significant contribution to the quality of professmnal learning in the
institutions. The ideas presented in the book are so powerful in themselves that these
produce dramatic changes. If this book is to make a significant contribution its readers
must have a different kind of relationship with its contents and with one another that is
: typlcallythecasc
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ICT in Professional Education sets out to illustrate the application of ICT for recasting
development in India and several other developing societies. This path-breaking book
explores the application of ICT in the core sectors of agriculture, healthcare, geographic
information system, networking, rural and industrial development. Another major focus
of the book is on the implication of commaunication convergence, the development of
cyber journalism, electronic organizational communication, c-public relations, e-
governance and e-democracy in the era of globalization. The book raises several
fundamental questions on the developmental policy and communication research while
responds to the polemic issue of bridging the digital divide in India that can inspire the
development efforts of several developing countries.

The scholars of international strength who have broadened the ICT for development
debate have great pleasure in recommending this book to academia, researchers, policy
framers and professionals in communication and information science, I'T, development
studies, extension studies, rural development, developmental economics and  social
policy. It is hoped that this book will be a valuable resource for future research and
policy formation, management and ample contribution in the national development.

All contributors deserve my appreciation for their scholarly contribution in rolling out

this book in such a short span of time with perfection, accuracy, relevance and
significance.
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