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1deas on Nationalism: Contextualizing

Bharat's Anticolonial Struggle in Indigenous
Paradigms

. Dr. Kanwar Chanderdeep Singh
Associate Professor, Department of History

Central University of Himachal Pradesh
Dehra

Fundamentally, there has always been a problem of developing a
satisfactory and commonly accepted definition of the concept,
nationalism. This remained true for the Asia- Pacific, African and Euro-
American geo-political regions where at some point in the past (20th
century in Asia and Africa; 18th and 19th centuries in Euro-America) the
wave of nationalisms have swept their national histories markedly
changing their course. There are quite differential opinions while
defining nationalism especially when there are some who equate it with
sentiment and others with ideology. There are cultural aspects and then
there are political overtones both floating around the basic premises
developed and popularized by the western intellectuals since Rousseau,
Herder, Fichte, Korais and Mazzini (Hutchinson and Smith, 2012: 4).
Modemn nationalism as an ideology or national sentiment developed,
primarily, in the second half of the 18th century (and onwards) in
western Europe and northern America as a resultant interplay of various
sOC'iO-psychological and politico-economic forces. In Eastern Europe,
Asia and Africa, it took little more than a century to develop into a force
challenging the European colonial hegemony as well as piggybacking
on the ethno-racial sentiments drawing succour from distant historical
lorious antecedents. The social and political developments since two
and a half centuries in the two hemispheres thus have incrementally
contributed towards the development and spread of idea of nation (-
State) and notion of nationalism.

H . ) : :
0:1 1S Kohn has differentiated the nationalisms of Asia and Europe as
8anic eastern forms of nationalism vis a vis civic and rational western

?1'”!}5 (Kohn, 1955). In Bharat, and so in some parts of Africa lqter, tl.lere
8inated two parallel and often crisscrossing streams of nationalism.
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Hindu Nationalism and Dalits : An Analysis

Kanwar Chanderdeep Singh

The last decade of nineteenth century and early decades of
twenticth century was a time of transition throughout India
as lower castes assertion visa vis Brahminical domination on
one side and Hindu nationalism initiated by the Arya Samaj
onthe other were making rapid strides. The dalit movement,
roughly initiated by Jyotiba Phule in Maharashtra was
gathering storm in India under different leaders like E.V
Ramaswamy Naicker in the form of Justice Party, SNDP
under Narayan Guru,in western and central India under B.
R. Ambedkar from 1920 onwards and in Punjab in the name
of Ad Dharmi under Mangoo Ram'. These different strands
of dalit social politics was reflection to the strength that weaker
limb of the Hindu society was gaining with an aim to play
a decisive role in the regional and national affairs.

The phenomenon called Hindu nationalism under the
Arya Samaj, the Hindu Mahasabha ultimately under the RSS
was also experiencing rapid crystallization in the similar
fashion as the dalit’s one. The idea of forging a Pan- Hindu
identity with revivalist moorings formed the inner core of
this movement. To carve a Hindu Rashtra, therefore, was to
bring along, different strands of Hindu society together. The
caste was asocialissue and socomes within the self proclaimed

Hindu Nationalism and Dalits : An Analysis 103

ambit of the Hindu Nationalists or Sangh Parivar’s concern.
In this paper, I am endeavouring to bring forth the caste
ideology of the Sangh Parivar, or the RSS to be exact, and
relative reaction of the critics and admirers of this world
view.

Theideal Hindu Rashtrais a casteless society inwhich all
the Hindus are one, united as a kind of cultural brotherhood.2
However, the RSS’s view of casteless society., was
supplemented by a defence of caste based dharmic quality of
VarnaSystem.’ The upper caste Brahminical character of the
Hindutoa movement relied on an organic view of society.
The ideology of RSS shows the Brahminical leanings of their
organizationand even tries to establish commonness between
Hinduism and Brahmanism. A RSS commentator, Ram
Swaroop, of Deendyal Rescarch Institution, New Delhit
argued that Brahmins wereatthe forefrontof the anticolonjal
movementand anti Brahminsm was a construct of the British
and the missionaries. So when they attacked Brahmins, their
target was unmistakably Hinduism®. The Sangh do not
recognize caste distinctions and therefore in a reflection of
this ideal, in shakhas and camps all the swayamsevaks are
required to live together and perform all the tasks whilst in
that environment®. The praise of Mahatma Gandhi that RSS
carned during formers’ visit of Wardha camp which he
approved as a perfect picture of Hindu solidarity, “came
handy. The RSS chronicles also mentions an incident
regarding the first Sangh camp, where some upper caste
swayamsevaks hesitated tositalong with mahars (a lower caste
of Maharashtra, Dr, B R Ambedkar belonged to this caste)
for meals. Hedgewar refused to the separate arrangement
for sitting and persuaded them by saying that their practice
is to sit together. So they have to sit accordingly. After some
reluctance those very people during the next course of meal
apologized to Hedgewar and sat with those mahar brethren®,
The critics of Sangh, however, are skeptical of this incident
but still one thing becomes clear with this incident and the
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Forging Fortunes: The Politics of the Akalis
and the Hindu Nationalists in Punjab

K. Chanderdeep Singh

The two exclusive nationalisms need not be contrary to each
other. The politics is a thread which binds different versions of
nationalism with their puritanical moorings. The dialectic between
the Hindu and the Sikh nationalism in Punjab shows how the
different antagonising tendencies could still engage themselves in
mutually productive political and social enterprise  without
compromising on basic tenets but diluting ultra postures. The
Hindu ideologues have over the time, developed an account of
Hindu essence, a doctrine of multiplicity which put forth
anticipatory inclusivism of other religions and religio-political
systems within the Hinduism. Thus the cultural identities within
the transitional society like India in general and Punjab in
particular display a competitive dynamism wherein primordial
sentiments of region, religion, language and ethos in spite of their
fundamentally being central to a communal identity often relegated
to background when pragmatic politics inhabits central stage. The
exclusive reliance on these sentiments for survival for a particular
group therefore become increasingly diminishing. The Akali Dal-
Bhartiya Janata Party (BJP earlier Jana Sangh) relations in Punjab
proves the point.

Long before the present times it was believed that the coalition
structure in competitive politics is not designed to last long and
will crumble sooner than later. Political theorists many a times had
made a priori assumptions that coalition politics was an antithesis
both to nation building and effective administration (Narain &
Sharma, 1971, pp. 579, 583). The inter- and intra- party rivalries,
ultra  parochial loyalties and excessive reliance on social-
communal issues, they believed, would restrict the growth of
political maturity. The lack of common political ideology, in spite
of the presence of common political foe would not help in
development of long term consensual politics. The Punjab
experience however betrays the above assertions. The beginning of

Forging Fortunes: The Politics of the Akalis
and the Hindu Nationalists in Punjab

Hindu and Sikh socio-political alliance in the form of Akali-RSS
Jjathas in the pre-independence era against the Muslim Lecague’s
militia, The National Guards; in the post independence times, the
fraternal support of Akalis to the RSS during the hard times of
Gandhi’s assassination; the forging of first successful alliance in
1967 legislative assembly elections; the common pain experienced
during the Emergency from 1975 to 1977; tasting first national
political triumph in the form of Janata coalition and more recently
the post 1997 phase, presents a mature political accommodation. In
the journey of this alliance.

The old and not so old ethno-religious revivalist movements
both in India as well as elsewhere in the world depicted some
unwelcome trends. Very often the socio-political elites of varied
communities embark upon fragmenting the society on one or the
other of primordial identities. In the Indian context, the lingering
North-Eastern problem, Kashmir issue, Dravid-Aryan, Hindi-
Tamil controversy and consequent threatening postures of southern
states and our very own erstwhile Punjab problem exemplify the
civil ethnic strife. Out of India, in Pakistan, Punjabi-Sindhi-
Blauch-Pathan quadrangular struggle (in spite of the common
Islamic bond), erstwhile split of Soviet Republic, deadly Chechen
crisis, Han non-Han and particularly Muslim conflict in Northern
China, ethnic cleansing in African republics like Nigeria, Congo,
Somalia, Ethiopia, Rwanda and very recent in Indonesia, told us of

the power of ethno-politics to fragment. Clifford Geertz
insightfully argues when he says that integrative revolution does
not do away with cthnocentrism; it merely modernizes it (Geertz,

1963, p. 154). In short Geertz' argument shows that in spite of

~ divisive tendencies and presence of fissiparous elements

sometimes primordial groupings may be using more modernity
than the so called secular groups of the civil society and secondly,
the ethnic politics may serve as an engine of political development.
So the secular-communal divide in the ground politics is often
blurred and non-communal issues particularly, economic lead the
way.

167
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Political Philosophy of
Deendayal Upadhyaya:

(ontemporaneity and Discourse

Dr Kanwar Chanderdeep Singh

The idea and i deation of Hindu nationalism has 111ani.fes.ted its'elf
.1 multifarious domains of body pohjuc of India su?ce its inception
he prc-independence era. The philosophy of Hm.dutv‘a though
espoused DY VD Savarkar has constantly b_een ratlonahzed. a-nd
estructured Dy various other ideologues without compromising
on its essentials and fundamentals. Among all others, thie
contribution of Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya stands exceptional
hecause of the sheer element of contemporaneity in its discourse.
The political avatars of Hindutva way, namely Bhartiya Janta
Party (BJP) and erstwhile Bhartiya Jana Sangh (BJS) proved the
case/ in point because the former has out rightly declared the
incorporation of the thoughts of Integral Humanism in its policies
and programs and the political configuration and eventful existence
of latter could not have been possible but for Deendayal
Upadhyaya. Therefore this paper for the sake of concision attempts
0 delineate some of major points in the political philosophy of a
man whose journey from a humble swayamsevak to an institution
in him and whose beacon stature has brought Hindutva from the
periphery of politics to centre stage. It is also glanced whether the
contemporary political scenario and its associated ailments have
found a solution in his philosophy.

int

Introduction

Deendayal Upadhyaya is to the BhartiyaJanta Party what
Mohzf ndas Karamchand Gandhi was to Congress” viewed R.
Balashankar, a former editor of the Organiser; the mouthpiece of
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