














Hindu Nationalism and Dalits : An Analysis

Kanza ar Chander deep S ingh

'l'lrt' l,rst tlt,t'ade of nineteenth cenfury and early decades of
I rv r, r r I i r, I I r ('('n t u ry was a time of transition throughout India
rr r lo w r',' r', rsl t.s irsst'rtion rri.s a zris Brahminica l domination on
orl,sirlr,.rrrtI I lirrtlu ltationnlisnr initiated hy the AryaSamaj
t rr r t ltr,r rllrr,r' rvcrc ltt,rkirtl,, raPitl stritlt's. The dnlitmovement
r',rtr1',lrlf irrllirrlr.tl lry f yoliba ['hule in Maharashtra was
1,,,rllrclirt1l slollrr irt lrrtliir unrlt'r clifferent leaders like E.V
I{anr.rsrr',urry, N,rir'kcr ilr tlrt, fornr of }ustice Party, SNDP
trnclt,r N,rr',rviur ( irrrrr,irr wr,slt'rn turtl t-t.ntral India under B.
R. Ambcrlkar I ronr I()2() orrwirl'tls antl in Punjab in the name
of Ad Dhurnri urrtk.r Manlpo l{irnrr.'l'hcsc,clifferent strands
of dalit soci al poli tics was refl ec tion to the s trength that weaker
limb of the Hindu society was gaining with an airn to piay
a decisive roie in the regional and national affairs.

The prhenomenon called Hindu nationalism under the
Atya Sanmj, the Hindu Mahnsabha ultimately under the RSS

was also experiencing rapid crystallization in the sinrillr
flaslrionas the dnlit's one.'fheidea of forginga Pan- Ilirrtlrr
idt'ntity with revivalist moorings formed the irrnt'r' ( ( )r'r'i oI
tlris nrovcment. To carve a Hindu Rnsltrn, thcrt'1olr,, r\',r$ lr r

hrirr1,, it lott1,, tl iffcrt'nt strands of t{indu socit'ty to1',r,llrcr" l'lrr.
lrttttr. wils,t sr x'iitl issuc arrtl soconros w ithin I hc s.,ll Prr x lrr llrrr,t I
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ambit of the Hind u Na ti on a lis ts ot S angh P ariT sr' s concern.
In this paper, I anr t nelt'trvouring to bring forth tl're caste
ideology of the Stttglr I'ttripnr, or the RSS to be exact, and
relative reaction of thc t'r'itit's irlrcl atlmirers of this world
view.

The iclt,al I I inrl u lln sl t l n t is .r r'.rslr.k'ss sot lcty in which all
the Hindus i-lrc onc, utritt'r"l as a l.irrtlr,It'rrltrr r.rl lrr<ll.hcr hood.2
Howcvcr, the IISS's vit'r,r' of r',tslt'llss socit'ty,.was
supplemeuted by a clefence ol t'.tslc Ir,tsctl tllmrntit' tlrrality of
VarnaSystem.']T'he uppcr r'astt. llr,r lr rrrirr ir',t I cllrr r',rt'tt'r of the
Hindut'tta movemcnt rt,liccl ()t'r ,lll orll,rrrit' vit,w ol s<x'icty.
The ideology of RSS shows lltr, llr ,rlr rrrirr it .r I lt,.r nin11s oI their
clrganizti tiolr antl t'vr'lt lt'ics lo r'sl,r lrlirilr ( ( )n u n( )nn('ss bt.tween
Hinduisnr,rrrtl llr',rlrrn,rrrislrr.,\ l(5S t'orrrrncntattlr, Ram
Swaroo1.,, ol l)r,r'rrrl\',rl lir,rr,,rrr lr llrstitrrtion, New Delhia
argut'tlllr,rlllr',rlrrrrinsrvr'r't.,rttlrr,lort.l.rontof theanhcolorfial
rntlvt'rrrt,nl ,rrrtl ,rrrti lf r.rlrrrritrsrn wasilcollstructof theBritish
ancl tlrt,rrrissiorr.rrit's. So wht'n thcy attacke,d Brahmins, their
tar1,,t't rv.rs ulrrrristirkably Ilinduisrn5. The Sangh do not
rct'ol,,rr izr, r,rstt, tl ist inctions and therefore in a refiection of
tlris itlt'.r|, irr s/lrrillrr.s ancl camps all the sznayflmseaaks arc
rt't1rr i rr,tl to l ivt' tolit.thcr anel perform all the tasks whilst in
tlr.rt t.nvironnl('nt". 'l'he praise of Mahatma Gandhi that RSS
t',rnrt,tl rlrrrinl; formers' visit of Wardha camp which ht.
ilPJrs'11vc.l rts a pt'rft:ct picture of FIindu soliclarity, Tt-unlt'

hittttly.'l'ltt, RSS chrrlrrir'lt's also ln('nti()ns irrr itrcirlt,nt
rt'1,,,urlltt11 llrt, Iit'nt Srrnllh ('lrnlp, wllt'rt, s()nl(, ultl](,r' ('rrHtr,

iltttnltt,t,r(ttttAr ltr.nllrttr.tl hl sit rrkrrrg wilh ttutlmt l (rr h rwr,t'ulrlt,
of Mrrlrrr r',rrlt l rrr, l )r', ll, l{, Arrtlrr,rl Lnt' lt,lnttgr,tl lo 1 111r r'rrnlr')
fclr tnt'.tls. l lctllr,wrrt' l'r'ltlitt(l lo lllr' tlrllrlt'dltt rll'l'.tllPittllttrltt
forsittirrl',,ln(l pr.rnttrtrlrrtl lltlttt Iry rrrylttg lltrtl lltr,lt'ptrtt'tk't,
istosittollt'llrr,l'.Sollrr.!'ltrtvllorllrtrrottlltty,ly nllr,riont(,
reluctanco thosl vrry ;rrrtPtr, r,lttt'llt11 lllr,ttt,\l r (tttt'ttr. ol ttlr,ill
apologizecl to I l ctlll,wrr r rrnrl str t w i t l r t l lorr,,,utlw t lt rc l l t rt nr.
The critics of Srll.qll, llowr.vt.r, ilrt'skcPtllrrI ul'this Itrt'rtlt,nt
but still one thin1l lr1'1'1161's clcar witlr this irrt'ielt'rrt and thtr
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Forging Fortunes: The politics of the Akatis
and the Hindu Nationalists in punjab

K. Chunderdeep Singh

The two exclusive nationalisms need not be contrary to each
other- The politics is a thread which binds different versions of
nationalism with their puritanical moorings. The dialectic between
the Hindu and the sikh nationalism in punjab shows how the
different antagonising tendencies could still engage themselves in
mutually productive political and social enterprise without
compromising on basic tenets but diluting ultra postures. The
l{indu ideologues have over the time, developed in account of
Hindu essence, a doctrine of multiplicity which put forth
anticipatory inclusivism of other religions and religio-political
systems within the l{induism. Thus the cultural identitiei within
the transitional socicty like India in general and punjab in
particular display a competitive dynamism wherein primordial
sentiments of region, religion, language and ethos in spite of their
fundamentally being central to a cornmunal identity oftin relegated
to background when pragmatic politics inhabits cintral stagelThe
exclusive reliance on these sentiments for survival for a particular
group therefore become increasingly diminishing. The Akali Dal-
Bhartiya Janata Party (BJp earlier Jana Sangh) rilations in punjab
proves the point.

Long before the present times it was believed that the coalition
structure in competitive politics is not designed to last long and
will crumble sooner than later. political theoiists many a time-s had
r4ade a priori assumptions that coalition politics was an antithesis
both to nation building and effective administration (l,trarain &
Shanna, 1971, pp.579, 583). The inter- and intra- party rivalries,
ultra parochial loyalties and excessive relianci o, social_
cortrrnunal issues, they believed, would restrict the growth of
politic.l rnaturity. The lack of common political ideolog-y, in spite
ol' thc prcscnce of common political foe would ,roi n"tp i,
dcvcloplncnt of long term consensual politics. The punlab
expericrcc lr.wcvcr betrays the above assertions. The beginning of
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Hindu and Sikh socio-political alliance in the form ol'Aknli-RSS
jathas in the pre-independence era against the Muslim l,cnguc's
militia, The National Guards; in the post independence timcs, thc
fraternal support of Akalis to the RSS during the hard times ol'
Gandhi's assassination; the forging of first successful alliance in
1967 legislative assembly elections; the common pain experienced
during the Emergency from 1975 to 1977; tastins first national
political triumph in the form of Janata coalition and more recently
the post 1997 phase, presents a mature political accommodation. ln
the journey of this alliance.

The old and not so old ethno-religious revivalist movements
both in India as well as elsewhere in the world depicted some

unwelcome trends. Very often the socio-political elites of varied
communities embark upon fragmenting the society on one or the
other of primordial identities. In the Indian context, the lingering
North-Eastern problem, Kashmir issue, Dravid-Aryan, Hindi-
Tamil controversy and consequent threatening postures of southern
states and our very own erstwhile Punjab problem exemplify the
civil ethnic strife. Out of India, in Pakistan, Punjabi-Sindhi-
Blauch-Pathan quadrangular struggle (in spite of the common
Islamic bond), erstwhile split of Soviet Republic, deadly Chcchcn
crisis, Han non-Han and particularly Muslim confliot ilt Norlhcrn
China, ethnic cleansing in African republics likc Nigcriit, ('ortgo,

Somalia, Ethiopia, Rwanda and very rcccnt in lltrkrncsil, tolcl us of
the power of ethno-politics to liagtncrtt. (llil'lirrd (iccrtz
insightfully argues when hc says that irttcgrativc rcvolution does
not do away with cthnoccntrism; it rrrcrcly nrtxlcrnizcs it (Geertz,
7963, p. 154). In short Gccrtz,' argunrcnt slruws tlurt in spite of
divisive tendencies ancl prcsorcc ol' lissiparous elements
sometimes primordial groupings may bc using tnore modernity
than the so called secular groups ol'thc civil strcicty and secondly,
the ethnic politics may scrvo as an engittc ol'political development.
So the secular-communal divide in thc ground politics is often
blurred and non-communal issues particularly, economic lead the
way.
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