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Central University of Himachal Pradesh N ISIEE:
(HTHTT URMH-/General Administration) JOd TEITd

Dharamshala-176215 Dated: )gApril, 2023

NOTIFICATION

In pursuance to the decision taken vide Item No. 59.18 of 59t Executive Council

meeting held on 15t February, 2023 the Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor has been pleased to adopt
the following UGC regulations in the University:

Sr.No. UGC Regulations ANNEXURE

1. | UGC (Credit Framework for Online Learning Courses through ANNEXURE-1
SWAYAM) Regulations, 2021

2. | UGC (Establishment and Opertion of Academic Bank Of Credits ANNEXURE-2
in Higher Education), Regulations, 2021

3. | UGC (Academic Collaboration between Indian and Foreign ANNEXURE-3
Higher Educational Institutions to offer Twinning, Joint Degree
and Dual Degree Programmes) Regulations, 2022

y

: o"t\v

(Registrar)

Endst. No. Even. Dated: [{ April, 2023
Copy to the following for information and further necessary action:

W ONT AW

12:

Dean (Academic), Central University of Himachal Pradesh.

Dean Student Welfare, Central University of Himachal Pradesh.

All Dean/HOD/Director of all School/Department/Center, CUHP.

Finance Officer, Central University of Himachal Pradesh.

Controller of Examinations, Central University of Himachal Pradesh.

Director, Computer Center, CUHP, Dhauladhar Campus, Dharamshala.

Librarian, Dhauladhar Campus, Dharamshala.

Deputy Librarian, CUHP, Shahpur Campus, Shahpur.

System Analyst, Central University of Himachal Pradesh, Dharamshala-with the request to
upload it on the University’s website.

Assistant Director (Official Language)/Public Relations Officer, HPKV, Dharamshala.

. Assistant Registrar VC’'s Secretariat Dharamshala-for the kind information of Hon’ble

Vice-Chancellor, please.
Guard File.

S| V>

REGISTRAR
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fo'ofo|ky: vupku vk kx

% faeetl, 25 A, 2021
Qk- 4 1&100@2016 U eviwvki @b kexth—FRreafiere sgem smamm i, 1956 (1956 @7
3) W AR 12 T WS () B WY ufed URT 26 B SULRT (1) TN Hed wARGA] BT WM IRA g0 @R
mﬁmmmﬂm('m'ﬁwﬁmmﬁqmﬁw&mam)%ﬁw, 2016 I
JfEHHOT B §Y, S v @ Breww R W aftmaor § ugel fhar & W wvy B frw e mar &
faeafaemera srgam oA aegRT ffofaa fafsem a9 2, serfa—

1- Yo WK vy chjERRICE g fafrael @1 fvafderes ofge oMM (FEearist gaen 3g
AIFT—FNA & JE9AH 99 & ARgd A AT S geasal & o $fde wuwan) ffwm,
2021 Dal AT |

K @ fafsam sy 1S9 # geerer @) Ry | @ 8
2- VU kX8 fafrs e 8 —

idh - faeafdered sger marT AffEE, 1956 B AR 2 B WS (@) & e P iy suR g
sifafrm, widta sfafm s v aftfyom @ simfa venfad ar Frifig wRa @& @ Reaferear
R HEfderedr, iR S i s @ arr 3 & a9 w9 favafiarer, W aifng 2

WKe  w=a W T o SeaR Rren Gxers # Amwifha fenefft & Bfee s aftva ®

3- TfjHKKK, (& (1) 1 fafeam | w9 9@ & wed & e arufdd | g —

1805 Gl/2021 (n
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“Serfores uRwe” ¥ Rvaflaray a1 w9 fvafdererd Wxome &) sbreffie uRyg suEr W & Aed
W aifTelTgT STIe Bise UicebHl & sgala & datva fefa wfed s@efe Al © de F§ fofg
3 & forv Rftaa ofte o wReE a1 wEifdaey @ A@eie Mo YT 21

Seifors T T UAF Dot gY@ Siadl el oS, wrar Al ATEEl B, © HEM [ SNH B drel!
IRE HEW B gy g 21

‘s W fvaferey e emaT e 1956 (1956 BT 3) AT B |

“qreTH’ W Uh YR ARG & O Rydl & Ue W & wU H FH W B9 U 93 @ oy gern |
il

“qreTd R § feedt dfde deerd @ Wor dew o fiwy fRmw afua B o st
e gR1 fated fhar mar 2 ok Ry v vy § @y urewsmd B {6 R iR fEeftar dee
T H1 Giar TAT 8|

rfee F aeqd o SHE @1 Aftd a9 2, Rraas fov femeft 7 S z@E & W § e @
PR wR @ o< B @ fore segaE o ffde wwg gy wR Rr @ iR U ke @ fog seaaa

&y &1 A el fenelt grr wen @ e § SR 9Tel UgE He @ UHY B aRIeY 9Ad §9
TS @) Al BT wHeH @ fore ardia fear wan Eny

e TeaHH’ W Ud UTSHET ataud & ol Slafde drewsh @ uleld el & iR s fer 39

fafram & sfcefd dfge siavwr &) orgfa wrd 81

i, ue-l e s—egeiRae B R gerafea wo # gy ok g fawaawg, R, Ras,
IRT (@garen) o9 fAfea 21

i, ue-ll te fwgawg &9l R $-T%a$ /a1 wREd], AT qHell, Wi g8 W drel WE,
Sifsar arare ufderas &R 3= sy | Az 21

i, Te_ll] UrewumA SEEIEt o o SNl @ Wiy WeE, vy ik Rwfnk @ =\t & forw ve wal
9 B[ |

iv. tI\‘ca'ﬁIVQ‘cﬁer:ngqﬁm' grr fod Tgfieai yed wHwEN, geERn, SNgHe R I
B |

rgeaeR e e @1 3t £ Ol aen i, fesht widw afafram ar wse feafaeme

SRfrRM & ded g ar Tfdd Rvafienem RRY o & aRT 31 ® WS (d) & ggd Wefia e

ST £ 3N ue Ul wven R 9w e @ uR1 9 @ ded WA faeafdenery AT wier g, S

o RIE A7 SGEE B & § URING A W A qeh SR gRRel e wiegw | Av fiens "

J UTCRIHHT B UIHI B W8T & |

T AR S 9| fafrafya witewer grr fAftad A o T el Seaar e dverd

ST & Ry UTeaEH @7 TN Y N8 UISAHH WEadd & Hae |

“qEg T SAIcieT UIGHmA W VY SIeTgT qrewh sfipra & St aqgel gdr gfedIor o1 ured @R

g0 e s & orguR fAsRid fhy i € |

T S § ST W) P Tl I R A € T % AWhR GRT SAHelg ekl

F g B TET B T AR B ffde vy o e @ wR O S orEE SR faave @

e & fau ffafds faar T 8|

T IR N a8 Segar e W i 8 el BT 1 AHiGT §  |

pfdemdT (Maes) wler’ @ arEfad a@fe o denfie wam wdaer & s smafad wer
s & of oSieror o aTer @ Ugdrd iR URer o arel uRay, Aam 1 TH-UwR ugfa § a1 dgex
e weror wgfa § A qof sierse vl # ST ofgAa B Wl 8, B weafier B gffed
Hedl B

PR W UH TS aied, Ede a7 Faer S wrime s 2|

@ A ARG ONPR & RIE HAd §RT 98% Heh Sifersd weumd W iR wWd g Bk
B TN & forg If3d 1€ AN 21
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“Yag feEnfder @ dbrel| R AN & AT SareE e warer, grr 1otu] 2017 @0 e
g & oy siarsa areumHl & fAahid axa @ oy RRenfady, wwa—awa R gur d9nfia, aifg
g

Y wE W SFTsd S UIGAEE B UNEE B WA W IRd WeR @ Ren #Eew g
fasfia &R Fraters a denfie w9 sfigg 2

U el AR AfWeafhal &1 s o8 aief ufemfya =8 frar mo €, S wgar Ry v fafem &
wgth 12f @ FHM AT A |

Lo i smenRa ez sETolA yrewpHi Id) <R smeRa siensa Bfee wrcTmel @ s
B B T4 &SI IR S T F M T drel URuRaE Rien 93 & @iy oy R s |
T ST |

g B fafed far smom)

TSR H FHaE A HeH & Aegq A W AFagT Hfee usghAl B Unhy H0 o B
AR & forg ifem afdr gdderr (Miaes) wiel & uvend TS @ WY YHIOT U S H |

01 e ¥ Ugel 3N JeTE I b o0 1 97 § ugel W Hu W AT fhar s

|l ey e e @ ameTRa ifHensa fee ueadsHl @ ARgEr B ae ¥ TR wdE
& fiox Su-fafem (8) & onfi swd Hem wifderd & wreom 9 fuR &3, W@ 59 & mreag 9
g {6 S @ Sifeng e groemAl SR SA@T seTefie smavAdalslt @ e § I g, 99
uregshHl IR fvf o, forre B ofavor & forg 9 SRl vem & |

Iu—fafm () 4 AT 80 & amace, 7 9 dvom 5 e sriea 4 it s Bfce
UISAHH b AT W Uh WA H Gl UISIHE & e ufawa % @ & SgEa uer @R wed g,
ST 6 e wE @ A | uere R o g

dleTores aRYE 39 Hel AR H BIE g Aifoid Hiee F e @ ufhar § aoh o wed 2
Irprefe gkye, frT & mgE @ RwiRe R #fse oimvur & fory W 79 & g1 oifare Bfve
qTeIhAl Bl SFFANCT HaT bR B o arprafie S A oreme, ewTE A€ B SHlY WeH @
|FH E |

I HG G A SIS B SfHd iR gars GAe @ S/gA o 9HY 98 giefdEd e
3R U A= H, g I §RT SUTEl BT WIgT |

AR b1 Yfagr yard & w9 H AT HaT |

OMVEVKKE | evivkl b dk el kdu vi§ cek kul& Nidh Fema Ewm ek uressn wRaa,
W HY U AR Y MU HiST—amuTRa THaeiR & oy uofied Bl @ fouied @ forg Sowar
& |

fensll rewshn &1 SifqH Hoaie saRe qeaied ok 93 @ «iftm wlen wR amutRa Brm ok sraR®
i (3Mferpad a1 uferd siel & 1) ==l "/, Tere, sRsTHe, WA udemat S qnadi |
amenRa B8Rt SR fbefl uremsn @Y qul Jewiea IreT @1 EINOT UTSAEH & YARH @ GHY @1 oo |
w3 Bl 3ifcm wlen g siiensT ugfa B wmfiear & @, aend 5 ureusH wemet @ sifaw
T e B ugld sefid siFers A1 U9 SR R, @ aR # fAofy a3 fo wirea e
ST 3R UTSIEHH B USHE HRd AHY UTGIHA &l THIET § 3HST TN B e |

T T ARG shige ekl & foy i s Y wideror (eed) wer @ v § @ ar ww
e gRT A1 9RA WNAR & el HAerd g Afed fedt =y miidepd voidl gRr amaifoa @
ST |

e S AR oA & G & & d1e, UoumH AR, HId qeied Ao B FTHR
HA WA & AvTq | 3fF 1 TS U HT |
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iph v smeTRa BT AT & WHAAd® [ B P WA H TH 9T 9 W 3R
FOTETT ST T JHHT EXRAEDTT &I-T geaners T S 3R T 3 @ offem oder o ufdumg &

grgor @1 ey ¥ Ir 9wE & ar Wd 59 9% SUe] HRIAT ST |

NG e wvere feneff g1 o of6 W1 U BT 3fd anferet W wnfAel SN fraet o favataerer /aH
faeafaenera Hwomm gry fef / fewmr & sifaw s & forg & ardt 21

b- Lo: i vkkfjr kBT Qeks dh @MV xfr' Ky rki& dh o1 SR S &1 Hise g 4, g

§

Ul

Wke  ®1g 9§ Rvafdaraa w@d da° @& Argg @ Afola areEmdl @ Hise afadiaar & ferg fFE ff o @1
PR Tl BT |

- Lo i vk r i kBT @els ds ek/; e 15fo'ofo |ky: dsfu: eks vk§ fofu: eks es fucklk , dhdj.k dsfy,

vko' - d | {kkku dh wvko' drkﬂf& UAd IR fémrwwaﬁ%ﬁtﬁmﬂsﬁﬁﬁwawaﬁﬁﬁ
¥ IR T & AR TS FURT F, 9 [ Aaege &1 Gebdl &, b b, ey, i s fafraHt
H W aenRd iFeEa uressEl & qegd 9 el wu ¥ g9 i @ sgaE ik wfie e & fore
AITIF B |

1. I WA, afg
[fasa=—111 /4 / 3191, / 556 / 2020—21]

UNIVERSITY GRANTS COMMISSION
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 25th March, 2021

No. F. 1-100/2016(MOOCs/e-content).- In exercise of powers conferred by sub-section (1) of
section 26 read with clause (j) of section 12 of the University Grants Commission Act, 1956 (3 of 1956)
and in supersession of the UGC (Credit Framework for Online Learning Courses through SWAYAM)
Regulations, 2016, except as respects things done or omitted to be done before such supersession, the
University Grants Commission hereby makes the following regulations, namely:-

1. Short title and commencement.- (1) These regulations may be called the University Grants
Commission (Credit Framework for Online Learning Courses through Study Webs of Active Learning for
Young Aspiring Minds) Regulations, 2021.

(2) They shall come into force from the date of their publication in the ofticial Gazette.
2. Application.- These regulations shall apply to.-

(a) all universities established or incorporated by or under a Central Act, Provincial Act or State Act as
referred to under clause (f) of section 2 of the University Grants Commission Act, 1956, institution or
college recognised by or affiliated to such universities and an institution deemed to be university under
section 3 of the said Act.

(b) the transter of credits of such students who are enrolled in any higher education institution in India.
3. Definitions.- (1) In these regulations, unless the context otherwise requires,-

(a) “academic council” means the academic council of the university or institution deemed to be a
university or the academic body of the institution or college duly empowered to take decision
regarding the academic matters including the decision regarding permitting online learning credit
courses through Study Webs of Active Learning for Young Aspiring Minds (SWAYAM);

(b) *“academic session” means the duration of twelve months commencing cither in the month of
January or in the month of July, as the case may be, of every calendar ycar;

(¢) *“Act” means the University Grants Commission Act, 1956 (3 of 1956);

(d) “course” means a paper which is taught for at least one semester as a part of a subject;
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(e)

(D

(g)

(h)

(i)

(m)

(n)

(0)
(p)

(q)

(r)

“course-coordinator” means a faculty member and subject matter expert belonging to an higher
education institution, identified and entrusted with the task of developing and delivering SWAYAM

Course in a given subject by a National Coordinator:

“eredit” means the unit award gained as a learning outcome by a student by study efforts required to
acquire the specified level of learning in respect of that {init and study effort for onc credit means
time required by a student to understand the contents equivalent to fifteen hours classroom teaching;
“credit course” means a course which follows an academic curriculum and for which credit transfer
1s permissible under these regulations;

“four quadrant approach™ means the e-learning system that has the following components, namely:-

(1) Quadrant-I, which shall be an e-Tutorial containing video and audio content in an organised
form, animations, simulations, virtual labs;

(if)  Quadrant-II, which shall be an e-Content containing e-Books or glossary, case study, frequently

asked questions transcriptions of video lectures and any other study materials;

(111)  Quadrant-III, which shall be a discussion forum, for discussion of doubts. opinions and comments

with course-coordinators and others;

(1v) Quadrant-1V, which shall be a self-assessment process that shall contain multiple choice

questions, problems, quizzes, assignments and solutions:

“higher education institution” means a university established or incorporated by or under a Central
Act, Provincial Act or State Act as referred to under clause (f) of section 2 of the Act. institution or
college recognised by or affiliated to such university and an institution deemed to be a university
under section 3 of the Act which is offering programmes through conventional mode or through open
and distance learning mode or through online mode, in the area of higher education or research
therein;

“Host Institution” means the higher education institution duly recognised or approved by the
regulating authority, to which the course-coordinator offering the course belongs;

“Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs)” mean such online courses which are developed as per the
pedagogy following the four quadrant approach:

“National Coordinator” means a National level agency or institution designated as such by the Central
Government, for the purpose of coordinating the production of the online courses and for oversceing
their quality and delivery in a designated discipline or level of learning;

“parent institution” means the higher education institution where the student is enrolled;

“proctored examination” means the examination conducted under the supervision of approved person
or technology enabled proctoring which ensures the identity of the test taker and the integrity of the
test taking environment, either in pen-paper mode or in computer based testing mode or in full-

fledged online mode, as may be permissible:
g I
“programme” includes a diploma, undergraduate or postgraduate degree programme;

"SWAYAM Board” means the board constituted by the Government of India in the Ministry of
Education to oversee Massive Open Online Courses, SWAYAM and SWAYAM Prabha programmes:;

“SWAYAM guidelines” means the guidelines for developing online courses for SWAYAM
programmes issued on the 1™ June, 2017 by the Government of India in the ersnwhile Ministry of
Human Resource Development and as amended from time to time:

“SWAYAM platform™ means an Information Technology platform developed and made functional by
the Government of India in the Ministry of Education. for the purpose of offering online learning
courses.

(2) Words and expressions used herein and not defined in these regulations but defined in the Act, shall
have the same meanings as respectively, assigned to them in the Act.
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4. SWAYAM based online credit courses.- (1) The schedule of the SWAYAM based online credit
courses shail be aligned with the conventional education semester commencing in the month of January and

July of every year.

(2) The SWAYAM based online credit courses shall be developed, delivered and assessed only by the
course-coordinator.

(3) The course and course-coordinator shall be identified by the National Coordinator in accordance
with the SWAYAM guidelines with the prior approval of the SWAYAM Board.

(4 The course-coordinator shall offer the SWAYAM based online credit courses through the Host
Institution which shall issue the certificate with grades after the end term proctored examination for credit
transfer.

(5) The list of SWAYAM based online credit courses for the ensuing semester shall be notified on the
SWAYAM platform before the 1™ November for the January semester and before the [ June for the July
semester, every year.

(6) All higher education institutions shall within four weeks from the date of notification ot the
SWAYAM based online credit courses under sub-regulation (5) shall consider through their competent
authority the online learning courses which may be offered through the SWAYAM platform; and keeping
in view their academic requirements shall decide upon the courses which they shall permit for credit
transfer.

(7) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-regulations (6), the higher education institution may
allow only up to forty per cent. of the total courses, being offered in a particular programme in a semester,
through the online credit course, through the SWAYAM platform.

(&) The academic council may expedite the process of transfer of credit earned by the student at their
parent institution.

(9) The academic council may allow the Dean (Academics) or Chairman, Board of Studies, to approve
the online credit courses of SWAYAM platform for credit transfer on the recommendation of the Head of
the Department.

(10)  For proper and smooth conduct of the online learning of credit course offered on SWAYAM
platform. the parent institution shall ensure that the physical infrastuctures viz, computer facilities, library,
ete. essential for pursuing such courses arc made available for free and in adequate measure.

(11)  The parent institution shall designate a faculty member as a facilitator to guide the students from
registration till completion of the credit course.

5, Evaluation and certification of credit-based MOOCs.- (1) The Host Institution and the course-
coordinator shall be responsible for evaluating the student registered for the credit-based MOOCs oftered
on SWAY AM platform.

(2) The final evaluation of a course shall be based on internal assessment and semester end
examination and the internal assessment (with a maximum of thirty per cent. marks) based on instruments
such as discussion forums, quizzes, assignments, sessional examinations and the complete cvaluation
scheme of a course shall be announced at the time of launch of the course.

(3) Online semester end examination shall be the preferred mode provided that the course-coordinator
shall be authorised to decide on the mode of conducting the final examination, either through online mode
or pen and paper mode and this shall be announced in the overview of the course at the time of offering of
the course.

(4) The term end proctored examination for all the SWAY AM based credit courses shall be conducted
either by the SWAYAM Board or by any other agency authorised by the Government of India in the
Ministry of Education, across the country.

(5) After conduct of the examination and completion of evaluation, the course-coordinator, through the
Host Institution, shall award marks or grades, as per the evaluation scheme announced.

(6) A certificate regarding successful completion of the SWAYAM based credit course shall be signed
by the National Coordinator and authorised signatory of the Host Institution and shall be made available on
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SWAYAM platform within four weeks from the date of declaration of the semester end examination
result.

(7N The parent institution shall incorporate the marks or grades obtained by the student in the marks
sheet that counts for final award of the degree or diploma by the university or Institution deemed to be a
university.

6. Credit Mobility of SWAYAM based Courses.- (1) The parent institution shall give the equivalent
credit weightage to the student for the credits earned vide online learning credit courses through SWAYAM
platform, in the credit plan of the programme.

(2) No university shall refuse any student for credit mobility of courses earned through SWAYAM
platform.
7 Amendments in rules and regulations for seamless integration through SWAYAM based

online courses.- Every higher education institution shall within four weeks from the date of publication of
these regulations in the Official Gazette make the necessary amendments, as may be required, in their
statutes. ordinances, rules and regulations to adopt and incorporate the provisions of these regulations for
seamless integration through SWAY AM based online courses.

Prof. RAJNISH JAIN. Secy.
[ADVT.-II/4/Exty./556/2020-21]

Uploaded by Dte. of Printing at Government of India Press. Ring Road. Mayapuri. New Delhi- 110064
and Published by the Controller of Publications, Delhi-110054. ALOK KUMAR a0t s
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[FEsTT=-111/4/591./167/2021-22]

UNIVERSITY GRANTS COMMISSION
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 28th July, 2021

F. No. 14-31/2018 (CPP-II).—In exercise of the powers conferred by clauses (f) and (g) of
sub-Section (1) of Section 26 of the University Grants Commission Act, 1956, the University Grants
Commission with the approval of the Central Government hereby makes the following regulations,
namely:-

1. Short title, Application and Commencement.- (1) These Regulations may be called the

University Grants Commission (Establishment and Operation of Academic Bank Of Credits in
Higher Education) Regulations, 2021.
(2) These Regulations shall apply to all Universities in India established or incorporated by or
under a Central Act, a Provincial Act or a State Act; the institutions Deemed-to be Universities
declared as such under Section 3 of the University Grants Commission Act, 1956 (3 of 1956); and
the Autonomous Colleges as defined in these regulations.

(3)They shall come into force from the date of their notification in the Gazette of India.
2, Definitions.- In these Regulations, unless the context otherwise requires,-

(a) “Act” means the University Grants Commission Act, 1956 (3 of 1956);
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(b)

(c)

(d)

(d)

(i)

()

(k)

(1

“Academic Bank Account” means an individual account with the Academic Bank of Credits
opened and operated by a student, to which all academic credits earned by the Student from
course(s) of study are deposited, recognised, maintained, accumulated, transferred, validated or
redeemed for the purposes of the award of degree/diploma/certificates etc. by an awarding

institution;

“Academic Bank of Credits” means an academic service mechanism as a digital or virtual or
online entity established by the Commission with the approval of the Central Government, to
facilitate students to become its academic account holders, thereby paving the way for seamless
student mobility between or within degree-granting Higher Educational Institutions through a
formal system of credit recognition. credit accumulation, credit transfers and credit redemption
to promote distributed and flexible teaching-learning;

“Academic Flexibility™ means the provision for innovative and interchangeable curricular
structures to enable creative combinations of Courses or Programmes in Disciplines of study
leading to Degree or Diploma or Post Graduate Diploma or Certificate of Study offering
multiple entry and multiple exit facilities, while removing rigid curricular boundaries and
creating new possibilities of life-long learning;

“Autonomous college” means any institution, whether known as such or by any other name,
accorded with autonomous status by the Commission upon the recommendations of the
affiliating university and the State Government concerned, by virtue of which it provides for a
course or programme of study with academic and innovative flexibility for obtaining any
qualification from a university; and which, in accordance with the Statutes and Ordinances of
such university, is recognised as competent to provide for such course or programme of study
and present students undergoing such course or programme of study for the examination
leading to the award of such qualification;

“Commission” shall have the same meaning as assigned to it in clause (a) of section 2 of the
Act;

“Course™ means one of the specified units which go to comprise a specified programme of
study;

“Credit” means the standard methodology of calculating one hour of theory or one hour of
tutorial or two hours of laboratory work, per week for a duration of a semester (13-15 weeks)
resulting in the award of one credit; which is awarded by a higher educational institution on
which these regulations apply; and, Credits’ for internship shall be one credit per one week of
internship, subject to a maximum of six credits:

“Credit-accumulation™ means the facility created by Academic Bank of Credits in the Academic
Bank Account opened by students in order to transfer and consolidate the credits carned by them
by undergoing Courses:

“Credits-recognition™ means the credits earned through a registered Higher Educational
Institution and transferred directly to the Academic Bank of Credits by such Higher Educational
Institution;

“Credit-redemption™ means the process of commuting the accrued credits in the Academic Bank
Account of the students maintained in ABC for the purpose of fulfilling the credits requirements
for the award of Degrees or Diplomas or Certificates or Course work for Ph.D. programme etc.,
by the registered degrec-awarding Higher Educational Institutions:

“Credit-transfer” means the mechanism by which the Registered Higher Educational Institutions
are able to receive or provide prescribed credits to individual Academic Bank Accounts in
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(m) “Higher Education Institutions™ means the institutions which are empowered to award degrees
by themselves or in accordance with section 22 of the Act;

(n)  “Professional Standards Setting Body™ means a regulatory or principal body created, established
or constituted under an Act of Parliament for determining and maintaining standards.in the
relevant areas of higher education;

(0)  “Programme” or “Programme of study” means a higher education programme pursued for a
degree specified by the Commission under sub -section (3) of section 22 of the Act;

(p)  “Registered Higher Education Institution” means an cligible Higher Educational Institution
which is registered by the Academic Bank of Credits, under these regulations;

(q)  “Statutory authority” means statutory bodies of higher educational institutions, such as the
Governing Council or Executive Council or Syndicate or Board of Management or Academic
Council, competent to take decisions on behalf of the institution.

(r)  “Student” means a person admitted to, and pursuing. a specified credit-based course/programme
of study in a higher education institution.

3. Academic Bank of Credits.- (1) Academic Bank of Credits. shall be a national-level facility to promote
flexibility of curriculum framework and interdisciplinary or multidisciplinary academic mobility of
students across Higher Education Institutions in the country with appropriate credit transter mechanism
created through these regulations and shall facilitate students to choose their own learning path to attain a
Degree or Diploma or Post Graduate diploma or academic qualification, working on the principle of
multiple entry-multiple exit as well as any-time, any-where, and any-level learning.

(2)  Academic Bank of Credits shall enable the integration of multiple disciplines of higher learning,
leading to the desired learning outcomes including enhanced creativity, innovation, higher order
thinking and critical analysis.

(3)  Academic Bank of Credits shall provide significant autonomy to students by providing extensive
choice of courses for a programme of study, flexibility in curriculum, novel and engaging course
options across a number of higher education disciplines or institutions.

4. Objectives of Academic Bank of Credits.-(1)To promote student centricity with learner-friendly
approaches in higher education across the country and promote a more inter-disciplinary approach in higher
education.

(2)  To enable students to select the best courses or combination of courses to suit their aptitude and
quest for knowledge.

(3)  To permit students to choose a pace for their studics along with the associated logistics and costs.

(4)  To allow students to tailor their degrees or make specific modifications or specialisations rather than
undergoing the rigid, regularly prescribed degree or courses of a single university or autonomous
college. '

(5) To enable multiple entry-multiple exit for students to complete their degrees as per their time
preferences, providing mobility across various disciplines and HEIs for Degree or Diploma or Post
Graduate Diploma or Certificate programme or Course work for the Ph.D. programme.

(6)  To support, procedurally, the teaching-learning activitics to happen in a distributed and blended

manner through integration across campuses or universities or autonomous colleges with increased
mobility.
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(7)

(8)

To facilitate lifelong learning amongst all, i.e.. formal and informal students from both full-time and
part-time modes.

To satisfy the students’ quest for knowledge, freedom to choose and change their academic
directions, connect different domains of knowledge and help them acquire the right foundations and

building blocks to pursue their life goals.

5. Organisational Structure of Academic Bank of Credits.- (1)Academic Bank of Credits shall be a
digital or virtual or online store-house entity of academic credit data base of Higher Education Institution

with students as its stakeholder.

(2)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

Academic Bank of Credits shall be established, on the lines of the National Academic Depository
shall have a dynamic website providing all details of Academic Bank of Credits and its operational
mechanism for the use of all stakeholder of higher education.

Academic Bank of Credits shall be a bank for academic purposes, on the pattern of commercial
banks for financial purposes, with students as academic account holders to whom, the Academic
Bank of Credits shall provide a variety of services including credit verification. credit
accumulation, credit transfer or redemption and authentication of academic awards.

Authentication of credits or academic awards by Academic Bank of Credits shall not, in any way.
be construed as encroachment on the statutory powers of Hi gher Education Institutions registered
with Academic Bank of Credits to award degrees and other academic qualifications.

ABC shall act as the body empowered by the Central Government or the Commission, as the casc
may be, to provide authenticated records of credits earned by students from Registered Higher

Education Institutions.

The requirement of credits as well as essential components of study for award of any Under
Graduate or Post Graduate or diploma or certificate, or the Course work requirements for the Ph.D.
programmes shall be as prescribed by Registered HEIs.

Academic Bank of Credits shall provide to every student the facility to open unique or individual
Academic Bank Account in digital form; and the account holder shall be provided with a unique ID
and access to the Standard Operating Procedure (SOP).”

6. Functions of Academic Bank of Credits. -(1) Academic Bank of Credits shall deposit Credits awarded
by Registered Higher Education Institutions. for Courses pursued therein, in the Academic Bank Account
of the student and the validity of such credits shall be as per norms and guidelines issued by the
Commission from time to time:

Provided that ABC shall not accept any document pertaining to course credits directly from

students and shall entertain such documents as valid only when the same are transmitted by the respective,
Registered Higher Education Institution awarding the credits.

2)

(3)

(4)

ABC shall register Higher Education Institutions under these regulations, ensure the opening, closure
and validation of Academic Bank Accounts and shall also ensurc credit verification. credit
accumulation, and credit transfer or redemption for students; apart from promoting its role among
stakeholder.

Courses undergone by the students through the online modes through National Schemes like
SWAYAM, NPTEL. V-Lab etc. or of any specified university, shall also be considered for credit
transfer and credit accumulation.

The functions of ABC arc not limited to distance or a non-contact mode; and shall extend to
amalgamation of various existing and futuristic teaching-learning models and it may also consider
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credits obtained by students in assessments for theory or practicals, if the same are offered as
separate credit courses.

(5)  The norms in respect to the curriculum content, curriculum transaction, educational technologies foi
the courses offered, their timing, continuous ¢valuation methods. attendance and novel methods of
assessment shall be as decided by the Registered Higher Education Institution, and shall be
consistent with the overarching policy and philosophy of holistic, multidisciplinary education under
National Education Policy-2020.

(6) In the interests of students, credits earned and deposited with ABC shall be valid for the purpose of
redemption to a degree or diploma or Post Graduate diploma or certificate, for varying duration as
specified by the credit awarding and credit accepting Higher Education Institution subject to a
maximum duration of seven years.

(7)  Academic Bank of Credits shall encompass all higher education programmes coming under the
purview of the Commission, the All India Council of Technical Education, and the National
Council of Teacher Education: credits in professional programmes of study in respect of other
disciplines may be included with the approval of the appropriate professional standards setting body
and the Central Government.

(8)  Academic Bank of Credits shall also facilitate the credit recognition and credit redemption process
for students who may opt, according to their individual choice, for all courses, not falling in any
particular subject domain, but fulfilling the total credits requirement for the Under Graduate degree
to be awarded by a Registered Higher Education Institution and such Under Graduate degree to be
awarded by the Higher Education Institution may be specified by the Commission.

(9)  In addition to the choice based courses to be undertaken by the student as a part of the specific
higher education programme in Registered Higher Education Institutions, students shall also have
freedom to take additional courses of their aptitude, beyond the curriculum prescribed for such
degree programme, and accrue credits in their respective Academic Bank Account:

Provided that Registered Higher Education Institutions may award diploma or certificate against
credits acerued in respect of courses undertaken by students beyond the prescribed curriculum,

(10) Credits obtained by students by undergoing Skill-courses from Registered Higher Education
Institutions offering vocational Degree or Diploma or Post Graduate Diploma or Certificate
programmes are also eligible for accrual and redemption of credits through the Academic Bank of
Credits.

(11) Credits obtained by undertaking Courses in Registered HEIs during or after the academic year 2021-
2022 alone are eligible for Credit transfer, Credit accrual and Credit redemption through Academic
Bank of Credits.

(12)  For carrying out the purposes of the Academic Bank of Credits, the Commission may provide such
financial and administrative assistance to the Academic Bank of Credits, as it may deem fit.

7. Eligibility Criteria for approval of HEIs to register with Academic Bank of Credits.~(1)
Universities and Autonomous Colleges satisfying sub-regulation (2) of regulation 1, which are
accredited by either National Assessment and Accreditation Council with minimum A’ Grade or
by National Board of Accreditation for at least three programme(s) with a minimum score of 675
individually (however, if the number of programme(s) being run by the Institution is less than
three, then each of the programmes should secure 675 or more marks); or top 100 National
Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF) or similar Assessment and Accreditation body(ies) to be
established by Government of India from time to time or those Indian Higher Education
Institutions appearing in top 1000 world ranking of Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) Times Higher
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(4)

(3)

Education (THE): Institutions of Eminence or Institutions of National Importance as declared by
Government of India are eligible to register with Academic Bank of Credits.

Accreditation or ranking status must be valid at the time of registration with Academic Bank of
Credits.

HEIs shall obtain approval from their respective statutory authorities such as the Governing or
Executive Council or Syndicate or Board of Management or Academic Council etc.. to apply for
registration with Academic Bank of Credits.

Registered Higher Education Institutions shall be required to admit students to individual courses. in
addition to their admissions to full degree programmes:

Provided that in order to avoid overcrowding in a course(s) of any Higher Education Institution. such
Higher Education Institution shall be permitted to have additional (supernumerary) seats in such
course(s), subject to prior approval by the appropriate professional standards setting body:

Provided further that in respect of courses, not coming under the purview of any professional
standards setting body the Registered Higher Education Institution may, subject to availability of
required infrastructure, create supernumerary seats with the approval of its statutory authorities:

Provided also that. Registered Higher Education Institution may also offer a set of Courses,
exclusively for the purpose of the Academic Bank of Credits Scheme.

Registered Higher Education Institution shall have the appropriate educational infrastructure in
terms of audio-visual facilitics, e-resources, Virtual classrooms and studios etc., and specifically
high bandwidth internet connectivity to support ODL or On-line courses or programmes and other
infrastructural facilities for face to face theory or practical/ or training courses as specified, from
time to time, under the relevant University Grants Commission Regulations and/or Statutes or
Ordinances of the Higher Education Institution.

A Registered Higher Education Institution shall have a webpage on its website containing details of
the facility of Academic Bank of Credits, list of all Registered Higher Education Institutions.
guidelines or Standard Operating Procedures for the students to utilise the facility effectively, along
with a link to the website of Academic Bank of Credits.

8. Academic Bank of Credits Implementation methodology. - (1)Academic Bank of Credits is
essentially a credit-based. and highly flexible, student-centric facility.

(2)

Registered Higher Education Institutions shall, with the approval of their statutory authorities.
amend the extant Ordinances relating to, inter alia, Course registration, Course requirements,
acceptance for inter-disciplinary and multi-disciplinary courses, Credits to be offered to such
courses, Credit transfers and Credits acceptance from other approved Higher Education Institutions,

nature of gradcs to be awarded etc.

Registered Higher Education Institutions shall encourage and enable students to customise or design
their own degrees utilising Courses selected by the student from among courses offered by one or
more of the Registered Higher Education Institutions:

Provided that, the student shall be required to earn at least fifty per cent of the credits from the
Higher Education Institution awarding the degree or diploma or certificate:

Provided further that, the student shall be required to earn the required number of credits in the core
subject area necessary for the award of the degree or Diploma or Certificate, as specified by the
degree awarding Higher Education Institution, in which the student is enrolled.
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(4)

(7)

(8)

(9)

(10)

(11)

Students availing flexibility under the facility of ABC provided in sub-regulation (3) are entitled to
subscribe only to Courses of their choice and aptitude, so as 10 enable them to accumulate credits
and not to the entire Programme of study leading to the award of a degree by the Registered Higher
Education Institution.

The ABC shall maintain a dynamic online directory of Higher Education Institutions which satisfy
the eligibility criteria stipulated under regulation 7.

Every Registered Higher Education Institution shall provide student counselling and guidance to all
students desirous of opening an Academic Bank Account with Academic Bank of Credits, in regard
to the details of utilisation of the services of Academic Bank of Credits in terms of Credit definition,
Credit accumulation, Credit transfer, Credit redemption as well as in respect of the opening. closure
and validation of Academic Bank Accounts of students where such requests arc recommended
through the parent University or Autonomous colleges which are already registered with-Academic
Bank of Credits.

Credits carned by students shall be deposited in the respective Academic Bank Account with ABC
and shall be valid for not exceeding seven years as specified by the credit awarding institutions and
subject to its acceptance by the Registered Higher Education Institution awarding academic
qualifications, for the purpose of commutation of credits for the award of any Degree or Diploma or
Certificate:

Provided that once any credit is redeemed for the award of the aforementioned academic
qualification, such credit shall be irrevocably debited from the respective student’s Academic Bank
Account.

Where a student fulfils the norms of sufficiency of total number of credits and of the nature of
credits, approved by a Registered Higher Education Institution for the award of the specified Degree
or Diploma or Post Graduate Diploma or Certificate, the student shall be eligible for such award by
that Higher Education Institution.

Once used. or redeemed, Credits earned by a student cannot be re-used for the award of any other
formal academic qualifications.

With the approval of its statutory authorities, a Registered Higher Education Institution shall be
encouraged by Academic Bank of Credits to apportion the structure of courses offered by it as core
courses or core electives or open electives or skill enhancement electives or ability enhancement
electives etc. with appropriate credit requirements, in order to promote multi-disciplinary or inter-
disciplinary higher education.

In awarding academic qualifications etc., Registered Higher Education Institutions shall follow the
norms and guidelines, in regard to the number of credits and duration of time, stipulated from time to
{ime by the Commission or the professional standards setting body, as the case may be:

Provided that in respect of time duration, a student pursuing academic qualifications under the
Academic Bank of Credits facility may, after earning the stipulated credits, avail a relaxation of a
maximum of one semester, provided the duration of the course or programme is of two-years or
more (Four semesters or more).

A Registered Higher Education Institution may fix its Course fee based on the number of credits of a
course for which the student s enrolled.
The Higher Education Institution shall pay a fee for registration as an eligible institution under these

regulations, which shall be determined with the prior approval of the Central Government or the
Commission, as the case may be.
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9. Monitoring, support and Quality assurance by Universities and ABC.- (1) It shall be the
responsibility of Registered Higher Education Institutions, to monitor the development and
operationalisation of the Academic Bank of Credits programme at the university level and at the level

of their affiliated autonomous colleges.

(2)  Registered Higher Education Institutions shall offer teacher or staff training, mentoring, academic
and administrative audit and other measures for improving the quality of performance of the
Academic Bank of Credits facility and promotion of holistic/multidisciplinary education with the
support of Academic Bank of Credits, which may be in the form of Faculty Development
Programmes or Quality Improvement Programmes or Professional Development Programmes or

Technology Inculcation Programmes.

(3)  The Quality assurance of the implementation of Academic Bank of Credits at the level of the
registered university or autonomous college shall be developed by the University or autonomous
college concerned either through the Internal Quality Assurance Cell (IQAC) or any other
appropriate structured mechanism as may be decided by the Registered Higher Education Institution.

(4)  Every Registered Higher Education shall upload, annually, on its website, a report of its activities vis
a vis the Academic Bank of Credits. as well as of measures taken by it for Quality assurance, Quality

sustenance and Quality enhancement.
(5)  There shall be an Academic Bank of Credits-Grievance Redressal Mechanism at the level of Central

Government/University Grants Commission/Academic Bank of Credits. and at the level of every
Higher Education Institution registered with Academic Bank of Credits to address the
gricvance/appeals of students.

10. Consequences of violation.- Where a Registered Higher Education Institution fails to fulfil the
conditions or requirements prescribed under these regulations, the Commission may. after
providing a reasonable opportunity of being heard, direct the institution to rectify the deficiency
within such period of time as may be stipulated by the Commission and on failure on the part of the
Higher Education Institution to do so. terminate the registration of such institution from Academic
Bank of Credits and, in addition, cease to provide grants under the Act, where such grants are
admissible to the institution.

11. Interpretation.- Any question as to the interpretation of these Regulations shall be decided by
the Commission, and its decision shall be final and binding in the matter.

Prof, RAINISH JAIN, Secy.. UGC
[ADVT.-II/4/Exty./167/2021-22]
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UNIVERSITY GRANTS COMMISSION
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 2nd May, 2022

F. No. 4-1/2022(1C).—In exercise of the powers conferred by clauses (f) and (g) of sub-

section (1) of section 26 of the University Grants Commission Act, 1956 and in supersession of
the University Grants Commission (Promotion & Maintenance of Standards of Academic

Collaboration between Indian and Foreign Educational Institutions) Regulations, 2016 notified
vide Gazette Notification dated 11.07.2016. the University Grants Commission hereby makes

the following Regulations, namely:-

1.1

1.2.

1.4.

Short title, application and commencement: -

These Regulations may be called the University Grants Commission (Academic
Collaboration between Indian and Foreign Higher Educational Institutions to offer
Twinning, Joint Degree and Dual Degree Programmes) Regulations, 2022 (hercafter
referred to as the Regulations).

These regulations lay down the minimum standards for academic collaboration between
Indian Higher Educational Institutions and foreign Higher Educational Institutions to offer
Twinning, Jomt Degree and Dual Degree Programmes.

These Regulations shall apply to-

1.3.1. Indian Higher Educational Institutions intending to collaborate with Foreign Higher
Educational Institutions leading to award of degree(s); and

1.3.2. Foreign Higher Educational Institutions intending to collaborate with Indian Higher
Educational Institutions.

These Regulations shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Official

Gazette.

2.1.
2.2,

2:2.1.
2.2.2.
2.2.3.
2.3.

2.4.

2:5.

Definitions: -
“Act” means the University Grants Commission Act, 1956, as amended from time to time;

“Academic Collaboration” means academic partnership between Indian Higher
Educational Institution(s) and Foreign Higher Educational Institution(s), put into place
through an instrument of written Agreement for the purposes of

Twinning Programme
Joint Degree Programme;
Dual Degree Programme;

“Assessment and Accreditation Agency”, in respect of a Foreign Higher Educational
Institution, means an agency or body approved, recognized or authorized by an authority,
established or incorporated under a law in its home country or any other statutory authority
in that country or member of global network of accreditation bodies for the purpose of
assessing, accrediting or assuring quality and standards of Higher Educational Institutions:
“Assessment and Accreditation Agency”, in respect of an Indian Higher Educational
Institution, means an agency rccognized under the University Grants Commission
(Recognition and monitoring of Assessment and Accreditation Agencies) Regulations,
2014;

“Commission” means the University Grants Commission established under’ section 4 of
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the Act;

2.6.  “Conventional mode™ means a mode of providing learning opportunities through face-to-face
interaction between the teacher and learner in regular class room environment but does not
exclude supplementary instructions if any for the learner through use of online;

2.7. “Credit Recognition and Transfer” shall mean ‘Credit’ conferred by a Foreign Higher
Educational Institution to be recognised, quantified and included towards the credit
requirements for a programme delivered by an Indian Higher Educational Institution solely or
Jointly with a Foreign Higher Educational Institution and vice versa:

2.8. “Degree” means a degree awarded by an Indian Higher Educational Institution in
accordance with the provisions of the section 22 of the UGC Act and a Degree awarded by
a Foreign Higher Education Institution in accordance with the relevant rules and regulation

of respective foreign country;
2.9. “Foreign Higher Educational Institution”™ means a Higher Educational Institution duly

established or incorporated or recognised in a foreign country and offering academic and
research programmes at the undergraduate and/or higher levels;

2.10.  “Franchising” for the purpose of these regulations, means and includes the practice of allowing,
formally or informally. any person or institution or organisation, other than the Hj gher
Educational Institution recognised under these regulations for offering Twinning, Joint and
Dual Degree programmes or any related activity on behalf of or in the name of the recognised
Higher Educational Institution, and the terms “franchise™ and “franchisec™ shall be construed
accordingly.

2.11. “Indian Higher Educational Institution” means a university within the meaning of Section
2(f) or an institution deemed to be university under Section 3 of the UGC Act, 1956:

2.12. “Programme” means educational programmes leading to award of Degree(s) including Post
graduate and Doctoral programmes;

2.13. “Statutory Body” means a body established or incorporated by or under a Central Act fo
regulate, coordinate, determine and maintain standards of teaching, examination and
research in universities or programme(s) of study, including professional programme(s)
leading to the award of degree(s): '

3. Provisions of Collaboration: -

Academic Collaboration between Indian and Foreign Higher Educational Institutions under these
Regulations shall facilitate the following academic activities: -

3.1. Twinning Programme
3.1.1. “Twinning Programme™ shall be a collaborative arrangement whereby students
enrolled with an Indian Higher Educational Institution may undertake their
programme of study partly in India, complying with relevant UGC Regulations, and
partly in the Foreign Higher Educational Institution.

3.1.2. The degree offered under such twinning programmes shall be awarded by the Indian
Higher Educational Institution only.

3.1.3. Under twinning programme, credits earned by the students at a Foreign Higher
Educational Institution shall be counted towards the degree awarded by the Indian
Higher Educational Institution. However, credits earned by the student from the Foreign
Higher Educational Institution shall not exceed 30 per cent of the total credits for the
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3.14.

3.1.5.

3.1.7.

3.1.8.

3.1.9.

programme.

Credits to be earned by the Indian students from the foreign institution and credits
carned by the foreign students from Indian institutions shall be obtained through
conventional mode.

Each institution shall issue a transcript for their respective courses, with a remark
indicating that the student has taken certain modules at the partner institution, wherever
applicable.

The Indian Higher Educational Institution shall ensure that the credits earned by the
students from the Foreign Higher Educational Institution shall not be from overlapping
course contents/curriculum. '

Fees as applicable for the entire duration of the programme (including courses imparted
by the Forcign Higher Educational Institution) shall be made public at the time of
admission. Fee structure should be reasonable so as to make quality Higher Education
accessible and affordable to all sections of the society.

Any degree to be awarded under such twinning programme must be in conformity with
the provisions of section 22 (3) of the UGC Act, 1956 and shall also be in conformity
with the norms, standards and requirement for award of such degree, as laid down by the
statutory authority concerned.

The collaborating Higher Educational Institutions shall make provisions for exit
pathways for students who are unable to complete the Twinning programme with clear
specification with respect to future acceptance of credits carned by the students.

3.2. Joint Degree Programme

32.1.

3.2.2,

3.23.

3.2.4.

3.2.5.

For a “Joint Degree programme”, the curriculum shall be designed jointly by the
collaborating Indian and Foreign Higher Educational Institutions and, upon completion
of the programme, the Degree is awarded by the Indian Higher Educational Institution
and the collaborating Forcign Higher Educational Institution with a single Certificate.

Any Joint degree programme to be offered shall conform to the nomenclature and
duration of the degrees as specified in section 22 (3) of the UGC Act, 1956 and shall
also conform to minimum eligibility and other norms and standards to offer such degree
programme.

The students must earn at least 30 per cent of the total credits from each of the Indian
and Foreign Higher Educational Institutions. Credits to be carned by the Indian students
from the foreign institution and credits earned by the foreign students from Indian
institutions shall be obtained through conventional mode.

Credits carned for the course(s) in an institution shall count towards the degrees jointly
awarded by both the institutions.

The collaborating Higher Educational Institutions shall ensure that the credits earned by
the students shall not be from overlapping course contents/curriculum and the student
shall submit to only one examination and evaluation process for each of the courses by
the institutions in which he/she has registered for that course.

In case of a doctoral degree programme, students must have a supervisor at cach
institution. The student shall spend a minimum of one semester in each of the
collaborating institutions during the study programme. However, the student shall
submit a single thesis adhering to a framework jointly devised by the participating
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3.2.7.

3.2.8.

3.2.9.

3.2.10.

institutions.

Fees as applicable for the entire duration of the programme (including courses imparted
by the Foreign Higher Educational Institution) shall be made public at the time of
admission. Fee structure should be reasonable so as to make quality Higher Education
accessible and affordable to all sections of the society.

Each Higher Educational Institution shall issue a transcript for their respective courses.
with a remark indicating that the student has taken certain modules at the partner

nstitution.

The collaborating Higher Educational Institutions shall make provisions for exit
pathways for students who are unable to complete the Joint Degree programme with
clear specification with respect to future acceptance of credits earned by the students.

All other provisions related to offering of. Joint Degree Programme shall be decided
mutually by the participating institutions conforming to the respective rules, regulations
and laws of their respective institution and country.

3.3. Dual Degree Programme

3.3.1.

3.3.2,

3.3.3.

3.34.

“Dual Degree Programme™ shall be a programme jointly designed and offered by the
Indian and Foreign Higher Educational Institutions in the same disciplines/subject areas
and in the same level. The degrees for such programme shall be conferred by the Indian
and Foreign Higher Educational Institutions, separately and simultancously, upon
completion of degree requirements of both the institutions. This shall not in any way be
construed as two degree programmes in separate disciplines/subject areas and/or levels
being pursued simultaneously.

Under the Dual degree programme, the degrees to be offered by an Indian Higher
Educational Institution shall conform to the nomenclature and duration of the degrees as
specified in section 22 (3) of the UGC Act, 1956 and shall also conform to minimum
eligibility and other norms and standards to offer such degree programme.

Prospective students must meet the admission requirements of both the Indian and
Foreign Higher Educational Institutions and shall apply to and be admitted separately to

both the institutions.

The students must earn at least 30 percent of total credits from the Indian institution.
Credits to be earned by the Indian students from the foreign institution and credits
earned by the foreign students from Indian institutions shall be obtained through

conventional mode.
Credit carned for the course(s) in an institution shall count towards degrees to be

awarded by both the institutions.

The collaborating Higher Educational Institutions shall ensure that the credits earned by
the students shall not be from overlapping course contents/curriculum: and the student
shall submit to only one examination and evaluation process for each of the courses by
the institutions in which he/she has registered for that course.

In casc of a doctoral degrec programme, students must have a supervisor at ecach
institution. The student shall spend a minimum of one semester in cach of the
collaborating institutions during the study programme. However, the student shall
submit a single thesis adhering to a framework jointly devised by the participating

institutions.
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4.1,

4.2

4.3.

4.4.

4.6.

4.7.

4.8.

4.9.

3.3.8. Fees as applicable for the entire duration of the programme (including courses imparted
by the Foreign Higher Educational Institution) shall be made public al the time of
admission. Fee structure should be reasonable so as to make quality Higher Education
accessible and affordable to all sections of the society.

3.3.9. Each of the Higher Educational Institutions concerned shall issue a transcript for its
respective courses, with a remark indicating that the student has taken certain modules at
the partner institution.

3.3.10. The collaborating Higher Educational Institutions shall make provisions for exit
pathways for students who are unable to complete the Dual Degree programme with
clear specification with respect to future acceptance of credits carned by the students.

3.3.11. All other provisions related to offering of Dual Degree Programme shall be decided
mutually by the participating institutions conforming to the respective rules, regulations
and laws of their respective institution and country.

Conditions for Collaboration: -

The Indian Higher Educational Institutions shall obtain the approval of its appropriate authority,
like Board of Governors/Board of Management/Syndicate/Executive Council for academic
collaboration with any Foreign Higher Educational Institution.

[ndian Higher Educational Institutions shall seck necessary approval from the relevant Statutory
Councils/ Bodies before entering into collaboration in technical, medical, legal, agricultural and
such other professional programmes.

The Indian Higher Educational Institutions shall abide by the norms prescribed by the
Government of India from time to time for collaboration with specific countries.

Academic infrastructure, including laboratory, library and workshop facilities of the Indian
Higher Educational Institutions shall meet the requirements of the relevant professional
Statutory Councils/ Bodies.

The Indian Higher Educational Institution shall have to enter into a written Memorandum of
Understanding or Agreement with its partner Foreign Higher Educational Institution(s) for
collaboration. The MoU or Agreement must categorically include the purposes and related
provisions of collaboration.

The academic requirements and other details of the programme(s) of study to be offered
under collaborative arrangements shall be made public by displaying prominently in the
websites of both Indian and Foreign Higher Educational Institutions, before the
commencement of such programmes.

Wherever foreign exchange is involved. the Higher Educational Institutions (Indian and foreign),
shall abide by and comply with the relevant regulations, norms, notifications and instructions
issued by the Reserve Bank of India and Government of India from time to time.

The Indian Higher Educational Institution shall ensure that the programme(s) of study and/or
research offered is not against the national security and territorial integrity of India.

The Institutions concérned shall comply with all the provisions of these Regulations and also
abide by any other condition(s) specified by the Government of India and Statutory Body (ies)
concerned from time to time.
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5. Eligibility: -~ — -

The Indian and Foreign Higher Educational Institutions shall be eligible to offer Twinning, Joint
Degree and Dual Degree programmes under these regulations provided they fulfil the following

cligibility criteria: -

5.1.  Any Indian Higher Educational Institution as mentioned in 2.11 which is accredited by National
Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC) or any other Agency authorised in this behalf,
with a minimum score of 3.01 on a 4-point scale at the time of application;
or
which figures in the top 1000 of Times Higher Education or QS World University ranking at the
time of application; , ,
or
which figures in the top 100 in university category of National Institutional Ranking Framework
(NIRF) at the time of application;

5.2.  Any Foreign Higher Educational Institution as mentioned in 2.9 figuring in top 1000 of Times
Higher Education or QS World University ranking at the time of application.

6. Office for International Affairs: -

The Collaborating Indian Higher Educational Institution shall have an office for International Affairs
which shall function as single point of contact, and shall be responsible for carrying out all
collaborative activities including, but not limited to:

6.1.  Liaising with regulatory/statutory bodies:

6.2.  Working as coordinating agency for all students registered under collaborative arrangements
with Foreign Higher Educational Institutions:

6.3.  Addressing matters related to Indian students proceeding abroad to Foreign Higher Educational
Institutions under collaborative arrangements;

6.4. Maintaining records and disseminate information related to international collaborations:

6.5. Working as the nodal agency for foreign students and coordinate all matters relating to
welcoming and supporting foreign students;

6.6. Engaging in promotional activities and brand building campaign abroad;

6.7. Making information relating to academic collaboration available on the Higher Educational
Institution’s website and provide the same to Commission whenever asked for.

6.8. Addressing the grievances of students, both Indian and foreign, who take admission in
programmes offered under these Regulations.
7. Miscellaneous conditions: -

7.1. The Degree awarded under these Regulations shall be equivalent to any corresponding degree
awarded by the Indian Higher Educational Institution with the following stipulations: (i) there
shall be no further requirement of seeking equivalence from any authority; and (11) the degree
shall have all benefits, rights and privileges as obtaining in the case of degree, awarded by an

Indian Higher Educational Institution ordinarily.
7.2. The programmes offered under these Regulations shall not be allowed in online and ODL mode.

7.3.  No franchise arrangement/Study Centre, whether overtly or covertly, by whatever nomenclature

R—

A%
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10.

7.4.

7:3.

7.6.

1.0,
7.8

used, between a Foreign Higher Educational Institution and an Indian Higher Educational
Institution shall be allowed under these Regulations.

An Institution Deemed to be a University under section 3 of the University Grants Commission
Act. 1956 shall enter into academic collaboration in accordance with the extant Deemed to be
University Regulations and also in compliance with the provisions of these Regulations.

The MoU/Agreement for collaboration shall include provisions related to student
obligations, fees and other financial arrangements, intellectual property rights, student’s
attendance patterns, duration of stay for the study programme in both the Higher
Educational Institutions, joint supervision arrangements. language of thesis and
examinations, admission and evaluation process and graduation procedures, wherever
applicable.

Matters relating to the grievances of students, including legal matters relating to the
collaboration shall be addressed by the Indian Higher Educational Institution entering into
academic collaboration.

The monitoring shall be done through mandatory public disclosure.

The collaborating Indian Higher Educational Institution shall furnish information regarding

the academic collaboration, as required by the Commission from time to time.

Consequence of violations: -

8.1. If the Indian Higher Educational Institution concerned is found to have violated these
Regulations, the Commission shall take action as provided under section 14 of the Act and
shall also notify on its website and also through media that the programme(s) offered or
conducted through the said collaborative arrangements are not in conformity with these
Regulations.

8.2. The Commission may also take further action as prescribed against Indian Higher
Educational Institution(s) for violating these Regulations.

Interpretation: -

9.1. Any question as to the interpretation of these Regulations shall be decided by the
Commission and its decision shall be final and binding in the matter.

9.2. Any dispute arising in relation to collaborative arrangement between Indian and Foreign

Higher Educational Institution(s) shall be governed by the Indian law.

Power to remove difficulty:-

10.1.

If any difficulty arises in implementation or in giving effect to the provisions of these
Regulations, the Commission may by an order published in the official gazette make provisions,
not inconsistent with the provisions of the UGC Act, 1956 or these Regulations, as may
appeared to be necessary or expedient for removing the difficulty.

Provided that no order under this provision shall be made by the Commission after the expiry of
a period of two years trom the date of coming into force of these Regulations.

Prof. RAJNISH JAIN, Secy.
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